
GLASGOW, NOVEMBER 14

India on Sunday called 
the COP26 summit a 
“success”, saying it put 
across the concerns and 
ideas of the developing 
world quite succinctly and 
unequivocally in front of 
the world community. Ne-
gotiators from nearly 200 
countries have accepted 

a new climate agreement 
after the COP26 summit 
in Glasgow concluded 
its extra time plenary 
on Saturday with a deal, 
which recognises India’s 
intervention for the world 
to “phase down” rather 
than “phase out” fossil 
fuels. Union Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender 
Yadav, head of the 

Indian delegation at the 
Glasgow conference, said 
that the world needs to 
awaken to the reality 
that the current climate 
crisis has been precipi-
tated by unsustainable 
lifestyles and wasteful 
consumption patterns in 
the developed countries. 
“The summit proved to 
be a success from India’s 

standpoint because we 
articulated and put across 
the concerns and ideas 
of the developing 
world quite succinctly 
and unequivocally. 
India presented the 
way for a constructive 
debate and equitable 
and just solutions at 
the forum.

“Consensus, how-

ever, remained elusive at 
COP26. India has main-
tained that the current 
climate crisis has been 
precipitated by unsustain-
able lifestyles and wasteful 
consumption patterns 
mainly in the developed 
countries. The world 
needs to awaken to this 
reality, Yadav wrote on his 
blog on Sunday.  PTI
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NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

In a major push for a hands-
on approach to governance, 
the Modi government is plan-
ning to rope in young profes-
sionals, seek suggestions from 
retiring officials and make 
the best use of technology for 
project monitoring, besides 
various other steps to be over-
seen by eight different groups 
comprising of members from 
the entire Council of Minis-
ters, sources said.

The 77 ministers have 
been divided into eight 
groups to develop technol-
ogy-based resources, create 
a pool of professionals for 
recruiting in their teams 
and other similar initiatives 
to be adopted in the offices 
of all ministers’ offices to 
bring more transparency 
and further improve and 
efficiency of the Modi gov-
ernment, the sources said.

This exercise of dividing 
the ministers into eight 
groups was done following 
‘Chintan Shivirs’ (brain-

storming sessions) of the 
entire council that were 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, with each 
meeting lasting for nearly 
five hours. A total of five 
such sessions were held - one 
each on Personal Efficiency, 
Focused Implementation, 
Ministry Functioning and 
Stakeholder Engagement, 
Party Coordination and Ef-
fective Communication and 
the last one was on Parlia-
mentary practices.

The last brainstorming 
meeting was also attended 
by the Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla and Rajya Sabha Chair-
man M Venkaiah Naidu.

All these meetings pri-
marily focused on improv-
ing the efficiency and the 
delivery system of the Modi 
government. The forming 
of groups is another step 
in that direction, broadly 
focusing on overall im-
provement in the gover-
nance by making ministers 
more hands-on approach, 
the sources said.

All the 77 ministers in 
the council are part of one 
of these eight groups, each 
comprising nine to ten min-
isters with one Union min-
ister designated as a group 
coordinator, sources said.

Developing a portal in 
each minister’s office that 
gives updates on the perfor-
mance of the Centre’s flag-
ship schemes and policies, 
a dashboard for monitor-
ing decisions made by the 
respective ministers and a 
system to schedule meetings 
and managing correspon-
dence are among the tasks 
assigned to these groups. 
They have also been asked to 
create profiles of all districts, 
states and ministries and 
develop stakeholder engage-
ment programmes.

One of the groups has 
been assigned to set up a 
mechanism for creating a 
team of at least three young 
professionals with command 
over research, communica-
tion and other key areas, the 
sources said. PTI

PM tasks entire council of ministers to develop 
resources for further improving governance

PM transfers housing scheme funds to 
over 1.47 lakh beneficiaries in Tripura
AGARTALA: Anita Kuki Debbarma, a middle-aged 
tribal peasant woman from remote Kamalchhara 
hamlet in Dhalai district was visibly delighted after 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi transferred the 
first instalment of Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana 
Gramin (PMAY-G) to her and some 1.47 lakh other 
beneficiaries from Tripura via video-conferencing 
on Sunday. I am a daily wager working in farmers’ 
fields. It was my dream that one day I will have a 
`pucca’ house so that my children can live in comfort. 
Today my dream came true, Anita told PM Modi 
through video conferencing. PTI

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Chief Justice of India N V 
Ramana on Sunday said 
the mind of the Indian 
judiciary can be known to 
millions largely through 
the actions of trial courts 
and district judiciary and 
therefore, nothing is more 
important than to ‘pre-
serve, protect and pro-
mote’ the independence 
and integrity of the judi-
ciary at all levels.  He said 
the Indian judiciary has 
always remained in the 
forefront of shaping the 
welfare state and the deci-
sions of the constitutional 
courts of the country have 
enabled social democracy 
to thrive.

Speaking at the vale-
dictory function of Legal 
Awareness and Outreach 
Campaign under the aegis 
of the National Legal Ser-

vices Authority (NALSA), 
the Chief Justice said, De-
spite our being a part of a 
welfare state, benefits are 
not trickling down to the 
intended beneficiaries at 
the desired levels. People’s 
aspirations about leading 

a dignified life are often 
met with challenges. One 
of them, primarily, being 
poverty.

The mind of the Indian 
judiciary can be known to 
millions largely through 
the actions of the Trial 

Court and the District 
judiciary. For an over-
whelming majority of 
litigants, what is real and 
existing is only the district 
judiciary. Without robust 
justice delivery system at 
the grassroot level, we 
cannot imagine a healthy 
judiciary. 

Therefore, nothing is 
more important than to 
preserve, protect and pro-
mote the independence and 
integrity of the judiciary at 
all levels, he said. PTI

Important to protect, promote independence 
of judiciary at all levels: CJI Ramana

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

The tenures of Directors 
of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) can now be 
up to a maximum of five 
years from the present 
two years, according to 
two ordinances brought 
in by the government on 
Sunday. The Directors of 
CBI and ED enjoy a fixed 
tenure of two years from 
the date of their appoint-
ment in the wake of the 
directives of the Supreme 
Court in the famous 
Vineet Narain case. The 
Central Vigilance Com-
mission (Amendment) 
Ordinance comes barely 
three days ahead of the 
retirement of incumbent 
Enforcement Director-
ate Chief SK Mishra, a 
1984-batch IRS officer.

The government had 
given him an extension 

of one year in 2020 af-
ter the completion of his 
two years fixed term. The 
matter was heard by the 
Supreme Court this year 
which did not quash the 
extension but told the 
government not to give 
any further extension to 
Mishra beyond Novem-
ber 17. However, with 
the promulgation of the 
ordinance it remains to 
be seen whether Mishra 
would continue as the ED 
chief or not, officials said.

The ordinance promul-
gated by President Ram 
Nath Kovind that comes 

into effect "at once" states: 
Provided that the period 
for which the Director of 
Enforcement holds the 
office on his initial ap-
pointment may, in public 
interest, on the recommen-
dation of the Committee 
under clause(a) and for the 
reasons to be recorded in 
writing, be extended up to 
one year at a time.

"Provided further that 
no such extension shall be 
granted after the comple-
tion of a period of five 
years in total including 
the period mentioned in 
the initial appointment," 
it states. The ED Director 
is appointed by the central 
government on the recom-
mendation of a committee 
chaired by the Central Vigi-
lance Commissioner and 
members comprising of 
Vigilance Commissioners, 
Home Secretary, Secretary 
DOPT and Revenue Sec-
retary. PTI

CBI, ED directors can now 
have tenures of up to 5 years

GOVT ISSUES TWO ORDINANCES

The state judiciary, being closely associated with 
the people, has to be sensitive and aware about their 
problems and practical difficulties. In particular, it 
needs to be cognizant about both victims as well as 
accused, and must facilitate their emergency needs, 
Chief Justice of India N V Ramana said.

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Russia has started the 
delivery of S-400 sur-
face-to-air missile sys-
tems to India, according 
to a senior Russian of-
ficial. Russia's Director 
of the Federal Service 
for Military-Technical 
Cooperation (FSMTC) 
Dmitry Shugaev told 
Sputnik news that the 
deliveries are going as 
planned. "The supplies 
of the S-400 air defence 
system to India have 
started and are proceed-
ing on schedule," he 
said. In October 2018, 
India had signed a USD 
5 billion deal with Rus-
sia to buy five units of 
the S-400 air defence 
missile systems, despite 
a warning from the 
Trump administration 

that going ahead with 
the contract may invite 
US sanctions. India 
made the first tranche of 
payment of around USD 
800 million to Russia 
for the missile systems 
in 2019. The S-400 is 
known as Russia's most 
advanced long-range 

surface-to-air missile de-
fence system. Following 
US sanctions on Turkey 
over the procurement of 
S-400 missile systems, 
there have been appre-
hensions that Washing-
ton may impose similar 
punitive measures on 
India. PTI

Russia starts delivery of S-400 
missile systems to India

BJP leaders from 
Punjab meet PM 
seeking reopening 
of Kartarpur 
corridor
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

A delegation of BJP 
leaders from Punjab 
met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 
Sunday and requested 
him to reopen the Kar-
tarpur corridor before 
Gurpurab.

Pilgrimage to the 
Kartarpur Sahib gurd-
wara was suspended in 
March 2020 because 
of the COVID-19 out-
break. The delegation, 
composed of 11 leaders 
from Punjab, met Modi 
at his official residence 
here and conveyed the 
sentiments of Guru 
Nanak Dev ji's devotees, 
BJP Punjab unit presi-
dent Ashwani Sharma 
told PTI. Gurpurab, 
which marks the birth 
anniversary of 'Guru 
Nanak Dev', will be cel-
ebrated on November 
19 this year.

Sharma said the Prime 
Minister assured them 
that he will look into 
their demand. The BJP 
leaders from Punjab are 
also expected to meet 
party president JP Nad-
da later in the day and 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Monday. 
The Kartarpur corridor 
links Gurdwara Darbar 
Sahib in Pakistan, the 
final resting place of 
Sikhism founder Guru 
Nanak Dev, to Dera 
Baba Nanak shrine in 
Gurdaspur district. PTI 

BULANDSHAHR (UP),  
NOVEMBER 14

The Congress will contest 
all 403 seats in the 2022 
Uttar Pradesh polls on 
its own and emerge vic-
torious in the electoral 
battle, party leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra said 
on Sunday. Ruling out an 
alliance with any political 
party, she said the leaders 
of the Samajwadi Party 
(SP) and the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (SP) were 
nowhere to be seen even 
when the 2017 Unnao 
rape case and the Hath-
ras gangrape-and-murder 
case in 2020 rocked the 
country, adding that only 
the Congress was fighting 
for the people. Address-
ing the party cadre at the 
Pratigya Sammelan - Lak-
shya 2022 in Anoopshahr 
here, the Congress general 
secretary stressed on the 
importance of the Uttar 
Pradesh polls for the party, 
calling it a “do-or-die” situ-
ation. Emphasising that the 
electoral contest can only 

be won by strengthening 
the party at the booth level, 
she called upon the Con-
gress workers to bolster the 
booth committees.

Priyanka Gandhi asked 
the Congress workers to be 
active on social media and 
post all party activities on 
various social networking 
platforms. Taking a jibe at 
the ruling BJP, she said the 
saffron party has no respect 
for the freedom movement 
as its leaders did not shed 
blood and sweat for the 
country’s independence, 
and added that only leaders 
such as Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel and BR 
Ambedkar envisioned free-
dom for the country. PTI

Congress to go solo in UP polls, 
contest all 403 seats: Priyanka

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 14

The Haryana government 
on Sunday announced var-
ious measures including 
closure of all schools, work 
from home for employees 
and ban on all types of con-
struction in four districts 
of Gurugram, Faridabad, 
Sonipat and Jhajjar till 
November 17.  An order 
in this regard was issued by 
the Haryana State Disaster 
Management Authority 
with an aim to curb air 

pollution in these four dis-
tricts sharing borders with 
Delhi and falling in the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR).

The guidelines will come 
into force with immedi-

ate effect, according to 
the order. The Haryana 
government’s steps came 
a day after the Aam Aadmi 
Party-led Delhi govern-
ment announced similar 
measures to deal with the 
pollution crisis. “Keeping 
in view the rising levels 
of air pollution in the dis-
tricts of Haryana around 
the National Capital Terri-
tory, Delhi which is Guru-
gram, Faridabad, Sonipat 
and Jhajjar, the Haryana 
government has decided 
that all schools will remain 
closed with immediate ef-
fect till November 17, 2021,” 
an official spokesperson 
said.  PTI

Haryana shuts schools in 4 
districts due to air pollution ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 14

Afghanistan does not 
want conflict with 
any country, includ-
ing India, the war-torn 
country's Taliban-led 
interim government's 
acting Foreign Minis-
ter Amir Khan Mut-
taqi has said. Muttaqi 
made the comments 
while talking to BBC 
Urdu, which was also 
his first ever interview 
with a female journalist, 
who asked him about 
Afghanistan relations 

with New Delhi under 
the Taliban govern-
ment. "We do not want 
Afghanistan to have a 
conflict with any other 
country or to have chal-
lenges that could affect 
our nation. Therefore, we 
will continue to work on 
this issue," he said. When 
asked whether there was 
a reaction from China 
or Pakistan on Afghani-
stan having close ties 
with India, instead of a 
direct answer, Muttaqi 
referred to recent meet-
ings in Moscow. PTI

India calls COP26 summit a ‘success’

Afghanistan doesn't want conflict with 
any country, including India: Muttaqi
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PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, Novemebr 14

Power Engineers across 
the country including Pun-
jab and Haryana will hold 
protest  demonstrations 
at power utility headquar-
ters and generating sta-
tions   against Electricity 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 
on  November 29, the first 

day of the winter session 
of Parliament.

V K Gupta spokesper-

son All India Power Engi-
neers Federation (AIPEF) 
said on Sunday that the 
real objective of the Elec-
tricity (amendment ) Bill 
2021 is to privatize elec-
tricity distribution under 
the false pretext of giving 
consumers the choice to 
choose their distributor 
with a view to getting 
cheaper and better ser-

vice. The electricity dis-
tribution will become the 
monopoly of a particular 
operator selected to dis-
tribute electricity in that 
city or area.

The  Electr ic i ty 
(Amendment) Bill  2021 
has been framed as per 
discussion with industrial 
lobby and private players  
to facilitate the privatiza-

tion of power distribu-
tion network to sell off 
public assets to private 
business houses. He fur-
ther said that the main 
stakeholders of the  power 
sector namely electricity 
consumers and electricity 
employees should be given 
the proper opportunity to 
express their viewpoint on 
the bill before placing it 

in Parliament.  Electricity 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 
should not be passed in 
Parliament in haste and 
it  should be referred to 
the standing committee 
on the energy of Parlia-
ment  Gupta further said 
that the power employ-
ees and engineers across 
the country are agitat-
ing against the unilateral 
approach of the Central 
Govt to rush through the 
Bill in Parliament.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU 
Nakodar, November 14
 
The Nakodar sadar police 
have arrested two Shankar 
village residents on the charge 
of murdering co-villager.  The 
investigating officer (IO) and 
Shankar police post in-charge 
Gurnam Singh said that the 
accused have been identified 
Ashwani Kumar and Banti 
alias Balramresidents of Patti 
Purewal Shankar village.

Vishal Kumar  a resi-
dent of the same village 

and locality has com-
plained to the police that 
the accused murdered 
his bother Akshay Ku-
mar (29)  on November 2 
and  stolen his  gold chain, 
earrings and money.  

IO said that a case un-
der Sections 302(mur-
der), 201(causing disap-
pearance of evidence of 
offence,), 379(theft) and 
34(committing crime 
with common intention) 
of the IPC was registered 
against the accused.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, November 14

The Health Department 
is observing Pneumonia 
Awareness Week till No-
vember 17 during which 
various events will be or-
ganised to create aware-
ness about the disease.

Releasing a poster to 
educate masses, Civil 
Surgeon Dr Charanjit 
Singh said pneumonia 
is a serious problem for 
small children and it may 
even result in death. He 
said that people should 
be aware of the symp-
toms of the disease and 
should not delay medical 
consultation if the symp-
toms are witnessed in 
a child. The symptoms 
of pneumonia include 
cough, f lu, difficulty in 

breathing and increase 
in breathing rate.

The Civil Surgeon said 
that pneumonia is caused 
by pneumococcal bacte-
ria and one must consult 
the doctor.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Nurmahal, November 14

Nurmahal areas residents 
have urged the Punjab 
Chief  Minister Charanjit 
Singh Channi to release 
funds to complete the new 
building of Government 
Senior Secondary School 
(co-education).

In a written representa-
tion to chief minister Dil-
bag Singh a social activist 

and resident of Baina Pur 
village said that the Pun-
jab Chief Minister Office 
(CMO) has directed sec-
retary school education in 
the month of April 2021 to 
act on residents demand for 
release of funds to complete 
the new building of Gov-
ernment Senior Secondary 
School (co-education).

 Dilbag Singh said that in 
a written communication to 
secretary school education, 

secretary in  CMO  had said 
that residents’ representa-
tion to then  Chief Minister 
Captain Amarinder Singh 
sent on April 30 2021, is 
sent to you for the next 
necessary action per gov-
ernment rules/policy.

Dilbag Singh said that 
secretary school education 
has failed to act on CMO’s 
direction for release of 
funds for school building 
so far.

Power engineers to protest on November 29Pneumonia Awareness 
Week organised

Residents urge CM to release funds 
for Nurmahal school building

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Phagwara, November 14

Keeping in view of 
the coming assembly 
elections in Punjab, 
a Certification Pro-
gramme for Training 
, of Returning Officers 
and Assistant Return-
ing Officers of District 
Kapurthala, Hoshi-
arpur, Nawanshahr, 
Gurdasspur, Amritsar 
and Pathankot would 
be organised from No-
vember 15 to November 
18 at  HMV College Ja-
landhar.

Sub Divisional 
Magistrate Phagwara 
Kulpreet Singh while 
confirming it told this 
correspondent here 
on Sunday that this 
training programme 
would be held for two 
different batches and 
district Jalandhar, 
Hoshiarpur, Nawan-
shahr and Pathankot 
have been included in 
Batch no 1 while district 
Kapurthala,Gurdasspur 
and Amritsar have been 
included in Batch no 2. 

Deputy Commis-
sioner Jalandhar 
Ghanshyam Thori said 
that SDM Phagwara 
Kulpreet Singh,SDM 

Bholath Shayari  Mal-
hotra and SDM Sultan-
pur Lodhi will attend 
the Certification Pro-
gramme as Returning 
Officers, while Tehsil-
dar Phagwara Kulwant 
Singh, Tehsildar Bho-
lat Lakhwinder Singh, 
TehsildarKapurthala 
Beant Singh and Teh-
sildar Sultanpur Lodhi 
will attend three days 
training course as As-
sistant Returning Of-
ficers-1. 

DC Thori told that 
Naib Tehsildar Phag-
wara Pawan Kumar 
Sharma, Naib Tehsil-
dar Bholath Gursewak 
Chand, Naib Tehsildar 
Kapurthala Manohar 
Lal and Naib Tehsildar 
Sultanpur Lodhi Vinod 
Kumar will attend the 
course as ARO-2. So 
these officers could not 
be available for public 
during these course 
days.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Patiala, November 14

The 19th annual con-
ference of the Punjab 
Academy of Forensic 
Medicine and Toxicol-
ogy (PAFMAT), a state 
body of forensic medicine 
and medico-legal experts, 
was organised by the 
Department of Forensic 
Medicine and Toxicology 
at Government Medical 
College.

The theme of the con-
ference was ‘New Chal-
lenges in Medico-Legal 
Practice’. More than 100 
forensic medicine ex-
perts and delegates from 

Punjab and the adjoin-
ing states participated in 
the conference which saw 
deliberations on forensic 
medicine.

DS Bhullar, president 
of PAFMAT, said there 
was a need to set up one-

stop centres in all state-
run medical colleges to 
provide integrated sup-
port to women affected by 
violence, both in private 
and public spaces.

Preetinder Singh Cha-
hal of Government Col-

lege Patiala was honoured 
with the Young Forensic 
Medicine Award. 

19th annual conference PAFMAT organised

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Patiala, Novemebr 14

District Administration and 
Red Cross Society in collabo-
ration with World Cancer Care 
organized a Cancer Screen-
ing Camp at Village Achal in 
Nabha Tehsil, in which about 
four hundred persons were 
screened.

SDM Nabha, Kanu Garg 
while visiting the camp, said 
that the camp was organised on 
the initiative of Deputy Com-
missioner Sandeep Hans who 
coordinated with the NGO 
to screen the villagers to save 
them from the clutches of 
deadly disease. She said that 
the motive of the camp was 
to make people aware of the 
health concerns and to suggest 
further measures. She said that 
such camps would sensitise the 

needy people about this dread-
ful disease so that it could be 
treated at the earliest. 

During the camp, a 40 mem-
ber team of World Cancer Care 
including 10 specialist doctors 
led by Dr. Dharminder Dhil-
lon examined 400 people. Dr. 
Dhillon disclosed that apart 
from physical examination of 
women and men during the 
camp, mammography and Pap 
smear tests have been con-

ducted for cancer screening 
in women and PSA has also 
been conducted for screen-
ing of men. In addition to the 
above tests, the ortho and gen-
eral checkup also conducted. 
He said that this organization 
regularly conducts camps to 
make the people aware about 
the deadly diseases so that 
the health facility could reach 
to every citizen especially in 
remote areas.

Cancer Screening Camp organised

ASHOK KAURA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU 
Kapurthala, November 14  

Pushpa Gujral Science 
City in collaboration with  
PunjabAgri Export Cor-
poration Ltd.  organised 
Food and Nutrition Show 
to bring awareness on 
healthy eating habits.  

Mohammad Tayyab, 
IAS Special Secretary, 
Department of Finance 
Govt of Punjab was the 
chief guest at this occa-
sion. 

He said that creating 
awareness amongst con-
sumers about the benefits 
of eating healthy and the 
science behind safe foods 
would lead to optimum 
utilization of resources 
as well as cultivation and 

production of better qual-
ity food products. Fur-
ther, India has the largest 
number of organic food 
producers and is ranked 
the ninth largest in terms 
of the land dedicated to 
organic agriculture, how-
ever, organic food market 
in India is growing as the 
awareness about organic 
foods is still low and is 

limited to consumers in 
metro cities, he added.

Dr NeelimaJerath, Di-
rector General Science 
City giving introductory 
remarks at the occasion 
said that Food, Health 
and Nutrition are an in-
dispensable part of life. 
Further, making healthy 
food choices, eating nu-
tritional food and savour-

ing the diversity of food  
which our country has to 
offer, needs to be incul-
cated in the society. 

The benefits of tradi-
tional grains and crops, 
the release of aromatic 
compounds while cook-
ing and the retention of 
vitamins and minerals 
in raw and cooked food 
as well as the science be-
hind healthy food habits 
also needs to be effec-
tively communicated 
amongst the masses, she 
 added.

Ranbir Singh, General 
Manager, Punjab Agri 
Export Corporation Lim-
ited (PAGREXO) and 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Punjab Agro Juices Lim-
ited was also present at 
this occasion.

Pushpa Gujral Science City organises 
Food and Nutrition Show 

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU 
Barnala,  November 14

District Legal Services 
Authority, Barnala un-
der the able guidance of  
Virinder Aggarwal, Wor-
thy Chairman, District 
Legal Services Author-
ity, Barnala organised a 
Legal Awareness Rally to 
celebrate Children Day. 
Hundreds of children of 
various schools of the area, 
along with Kumar Saurabh, 
Deputy Commissioner and 
Alka Meena, Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Judicial 
Officer, Police Officials and 
office bearers of Chemist 
Association of Barnala also 
participated in the rally. 
Children were carrying play 
cards in their hands in order 
to make the people aware 

about their Legal Rights 
under the Legal Services 
Authority Act 1987. 

Appeal was also to protect 
the environment, to protect 
girl child, to donate blood 
and to stop single use of 
plastic etc.   This programme 
was in series of programmes 
conducted to commemorate 
75th Years of Independence 
of India and 25th Anniver-

sary of establishment of 
NALSA.  Legal Services 
Authority celebrated Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav along-
with PAN India Awareness 
and Outreach Programme 
which commenced from 
2nd October to till date i.e. 
November 14. On Sunday, 
an awareness rally started 
from the Railway Station 
and went up to Civil Hos-

pital Barnala and Children 
were divided into 2 groups. 
One group went to Sadar 
Bazar and another group 
went to Handiaya Bazar. 
Both the rallies culminated 
at District Court Complex, 
Barnala. .

Children were given the 
appreciation letters by  Vir-
inder Aggarwal, Worthy 
Chairman, DLSA Barnala. 
Along the route of the Legal 
Awareness Rally, all Chemist 
shops were provided with 
paper bags prepared by in-
mates of District Jail, Bar-
nala. Chemist Association 
Barnala with the persua-
sion of DLSA Barnala has 
agreed to switch over from 
plastic bags to paper bags 
for their use while making 
delivery of medicine to 
their clients.

Certification Programme for 
training of RO and ARO of districts 
to organise from Nov 15 to 18

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU 
Lohian Khas ,November 14

The Lohian Khas police have ar-
rested a villager on the charge of 
outraging a woman’s modesty. The 
investigating officer (IO) Balwin-
dar Singh said that the accused has 
been identified as Anil Kumar alias 
Anu son of Kewal, a resident of 
Sindharr village . Ramandeep Kaur 
wife of Gurmail Singh a resident 
of the same village complained to 
the police that she was all alone in 
her house on October 28 when the 
accused knocked at main gate and 
when she opened it the accused 
said to her that ‘you are looking 
beautiful’ and ‘I Love You’   and fled 
away . IO said that a case under 
Section 354-A (making sexually 
coloured remarks) of the IPC has 
been registered against the accused 
that was released on bail. 

Villager arrested for 
outraging woman’s 
modesty

District Legal Services Authority 
organises Legal Awareness Rally

No Challan Day: ‘Awareness 
essential to prevent road accidents’
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Hoshiarpur, Novemebr 14

MLA Sunder Sham Aro-
ra reached local Prabhat 
Chowk to make people 
aware about traffic rules 
and safe driving as part 
of ‘No Challan Day’ an-
nounced by the Punjab 
government on the occa-
sion of the birth anniver-
sary of the country’s first 
Prime Minister Jawa-
har Lal Nehru, where he 
also discussed the traffic 
rules with the passers-
by. 

He said that it is very 
important for everyone 
to be aware to prevent 
road accidents. Appre-
ciating the passers-by 
for strictly following the 

traffic rules, MLA Sun-
der Sham Arora made 
a strong appeal to the 
people in the presence 
of the traffic police and 
officials of the Transport 
Department that in any 
case, there should be no 
laxity in the observance 
of the traffic rules, so 
that no one should be 
punished. 

Don’t have to suffer 
any consequences. He 
also interacted with the 
people traveling from 
different places at Prab-
hat Chowk and exhorted 
that by adopting road 
safety, unnecessary inci-
dents can be prevented, 
which will also save pre-
cious lives of people.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU 
Nakodar, November 14

The Mehatpur police 
have arrested a 
proclaimed offender 
(PO) absconding for the 
last three years. 

The investigating 
officer Vijay Kumar 
said that the accused has 
been identified as Philips 
alias Happya resident of 
Pandori Khas village. 

The accused is wanted 
in a case of firing and 
assault.

Proclaimed 
Offender arrested Two Shankar village residents arrested 

‘People should 
be aware of the 

symptoms of the 
disease and should 
not delay medical 

consultation if 
the symptoms are 

witnessed in a child.
The symptoms 
of pneumonia 
include cough, 
f lu, difficulty 
in breathing 

and increase in 
breathing rate’

 The theme of the 
conference was 
‘New Challenges 
in Medico-Legal 
Practice’. More 
than 100 forensic 
medicine experts 
and delegates from 
Punjab and the 
adjoining states 
participated in the 
conference which 
saw deliberations on 
forensic medicine.
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LUDHIANA WEATHER
Min Temp

10.0°c
Max Temp

27.0°c

The weather is expected to remain 
partly cloudy with possibility of 
isolated thundershowers over 
LUDHIANA and its adjoining areas 
during the next 24 hours. PUNJAB CHANDIGARH, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2021

Governor accompanied 
by CM to inaugurate  
‘Dastaan-e-Shahadat’ 
theme park and heritage 
street on Nov 19’
SAJJAN SAINI
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Sri Chamkaur Sahib/ 
Ropar, November 14

With a view to ensure 
all arrangements for 
the inauguration of 
an iconic ‘Dastaan -e- 
Shahadat’ theme park 
and heritage street on 
November 19, the Punjab 
Chief Minister Charanjit 
Singh Channi on Sun-
day personally reviewed 
the entire preparedness 
to make it a memorable 
event.

Describing such his-
toric project as a bridge 
to connect our younger 
generations with our glo-
rious past, the Chief Min-
ister said while presiding 
over a review meeting 
with the line departments 
such as Tourism, Trans-
port, Local Government, 
Information and Public 
Relations, Health and the 
Police. He said that such 
rare occasions come once  
in the lifetime thus these  
must be celebrated with 
all the resources at our 
command.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that the Gover-
nor, Punjab Banwarilal 
Purohit alongwith reli-
gious leaders and political 
personalities would par-
ticipate in the procession 
to inaugurate the Heritage 
street and pay obeisance 
at the historic Gurdwara 
Sri Qatalgarh Sahib. 

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Kotkapura, November 14

Punjab Deputy Chief 
Minister OP Soni on 
Sunday paid rich floral 
tribute to the first Prime 
Minister of India, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru on his 
birthday, at the memorial 
where Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru was arrested by 
the British government 
while participating in the 
freedom struggle.  

He was accompanied by 
Member Lok Sabha  Mo-
hammad Sadiq , Acting 
president Punjab Congress 
Pawan Goyal and Deputy 
Commissioner  Vimal Ku-
mar Setia.   Soni was also 
given a Guard of Honour 
by the police contingent 
on the occasion. Reacting 
to the queries of reporters 
on the sideline of the occa-
sion, Deputy Chief Minister 
OP Soni said that Jaito has 

made a great contribution 
in the freedom struggle. He 
said that state government 
is committed to uplift the 
monument of late Prime 
Minister Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru at Jaito. He also 
said that there would be no 
shortage of funds for the 
overall development of Jaito 
constituency.

While addressing the 
industrialists, traders and 
Congress workers of the dis-
trict at Sangam Palace Kot-
kapura, the Deputy Chief 
Minister OP Soni said that 
under the able leadership 
of Charanjit Singh Channi 

,a conducive environment 
has been created for the 
growth of industry and 
trade in the state and every 
possible facility has been 
provided by the govern-
ment to the industrialists 
and traders. 

He said that under 
the able leadership of 
Charanjit Singh Channi, 
the Punjab Government 
has launched many Pro 
people initiatives and made 
announcements of schemes 
for the betterment, devel-
opment and welfare of the 
people of the state in the 
last 50 days. 

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, November 14

Former Chief Minister Capt 
Amarinder Singh today rub-
bished the claims made by one 
of the ministers in the Punjab 
government that he will be 
meeting the Congress interim 
president Ms Sonia Gandhi 
and Rahul Gandhi and he will 
return to the party.

“These are malicious and 
mischievous assumptions 
made with an ulterior motive”, 
Capt Amarinder said, while 
reiterating that there was no 
question of his looking back 
ever.  He said, he was shap-
ing up his party and giving the 
finishing touches to the organi-
zational set up. “We are waiting 
for the registration of our party, 
Punjab Lok Congress, by the 
Election Commission of India 
and the allotment of the party 
symbol”, he added. 

The former Chief Min-
ister was responding to the 

claims made by the Medical 
Education Minister Dr Raj 
Kumar Verka saying, Capt 
Amarinder will soon return 
to the party. He was quoted 
by some news channels saying 
that he (Capt Amarinder) will 
soon be meeting the Congress 
interim president Ms Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi at 
the Delhi residence of his wife 
Ms Preneet Kaur.

Capt Amarinder had earlier 
also rubbished the claims when 
some reports had suggested 
that he was in touch with Ms 
Gandhi even after having 
announced to form his own 
party. That was before he had 
resigned from the Congress. 
Sources close to him told Pun-
jab Express that such rumours 
were deliberately being spread 
to create confusion among 
his supporters. Besides, they 
wanted to discourage those 
Congressmen who are sup-
porting him in his new political 
venture.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU 
Chandigarh, November 14

“The sporting life of the 
legendary first Arjuna 
Awardee athlete Gur-
bachan Singh Randhawa 
who made the country 
shine like a star in the 
International athletics 
arena, would forever be 
a beacon of inspiration for 
the other Indian players 
till eternity.” 

These views were ex-
pressed here on Sunday by 
the Sports, Higher Educa-
tion and Linguistics Min-
ister Pargat Singh while 
dedicating to the people 
the biography ‘Uddna 

Baaz’ of Olympian Gur-
bachan Singh Randhawa 
penned by eminent sports 
writer Navdeep Singh Gill.

The impressive gath-
ering here at the Punjab 
Kala Bhawan included 
Sports Minister Pargat 
Singh, Olympian Gur-

bachan Singh Randhawa, 
ex DGP and Senior Vice 
President Punjab Olym-
pic Association Rajdeep 
Singh Gill, President Pun-
jabi Sahit Akademi Prof. 
Ravinder Bhatthal, Chair-
man Punjab Lok Virasat 
Akademi Prof. Gurbhajan 

Singh Gill, Secretary Gen-
eral Punjab Kala Parishad, 
International Shooter 
Gurbir Singh Sandhu and 
Publisher of ‘Uddna Baaz’ 
Harish Jain from Unistar 
books.

In his address on the 
occasion, Sports Min-
ister Pargat Singh said 
that the very fact that 
Gurbachan Singh Rand-
hawa made it to the fi-
nals of the olympics, was 
adjudged Best Athlete 
at the Asian Games and 
achieved 4 National 
records within 2 days, 
speaks volumes about 
the peerles prowess of 
the iconic athlete. 

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
SAS Nagar, November 14

Punjab Chief Minister 
Charanjit Singh Channi 
inaugurated virtual 
hospital, Gini Health, a 
digital healthcare facil-
ity here on Sunday.

Commending Sarvjeet 
Singh Virk, founder of 
Finvasia, and Gurjot 
Singh Narwal, CEO of 
Gini Health, for their 
innovative customized 
healthcare solutions, 
Chief Minister Channi 
said that the technol-
ogy has made remote 
monitoring of health 
parameters possible 
to bring about lasting 
lifestyle changes to pre-
vent and minimize the 
risk for patient through 
timely identification of 
patient’s disease pat-
terns. Dr Anil Bhansali, 
Director of Gini Health, 
who is a renowned 
endocrinologist retired 
from PGIER, informed 
CM Channi that tech-
nological revolution has 
enabled us to monitor 
patient’s lifestyle and 
activities remotely with 
the help of devices that 
provides effective in-

sight in diagnosing the 
problem to help us tak-
ing remedial measures.

The Chief Minis-
ter was apprised of a 
mobile technology that 
transfers real time data 
of blood glucose from a 
device fitted in the arm 
to the mobile phone 
through NFC technol-
ogy so that one can 
decide his food intake 
accordingly. On this oc-
casion, a similar device 
was also installed at 
the biceps of the Chief 
Minister.

Gurjot Singh Nar-
wal said that under this 
project a potentially 
invest up to Rs 100 
Crore would be made 

within next 3 years and 
Rs. 350 crores in next 5 
to 7 years, and it would 
provide employment 
opportunities to over 
500 people besides 
bringing global stan-
dard of quality and care 
in the health industry of 
Punjab.

Prominent amongst 
others  Balbir Singh 
Sidhu, former Minister 
and MLA from Mohali,  
Kuljit Singh Nagra, 
Working President 
PPCC and MLA from 
Sri Fatehgarh Sahib,  
Hussan Lal, Principal 
Secretary to Chief Min-
ister accompanied the 
Chief Minister on this 
occasion.

NARINDER GUPTA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh/Jalandhar, 
November 14

Underscoring the urgent 
need to ensure implemen-
tation of Road Safety pro-
tocols on mission mode, 
the Punjab Transport Min-
ister Amarinder Singh Raja 
Warring on Sunday said 
every life lost in accidents is 
a loss for the entire nation.

Let us all today on the 
Children’s Day vow to 
make our state safest for 
our Children and let us 
start it with roads, Warring 
said making an emotional 
appeal to citizens to adopt 
traffic compliance into 
their day to day behaviour.

Launching the statewide 
Road Safety Campaign 
‘No-Challan Day’ from 
here earlier in the morn-
ing on the occasion of Chil-
dren’s Day, Warring while 
expressing deep concern 
over average high rate of 
road fatalities in the state 
directed the department 
to ensure strictest imple-

mentation of low and safe 
speed limits within school 
areas to ensure safety of 
children.

A concerted approach 
where in everyone acts as 
an active stakeholder is re-
quired to ensure we emerge 
victorious in our mission to 
avoid accidents and save 
lives, he said.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, November 14

Punjab on Sunday report-
ed 25 new Covid cases, 
taking the infection tally 
to 6,02,795, according to 
a medical bulletin. With 
one Covid-related fatality 
reported in the state from 
Faridkot on Sunday, the 
rose toll to 16,572, as per 
the bulletin. Jalandhar re-

ported 8 cases, followed 
by five in Amritsar and 
3 each in Faridkot and 
SAS Nagar, among the 
new COVID-19 cases. 
The number of active 
case 323. 

On November 6, the 
state had 219 active Cov-
id cases. Punjab has been 
witnessing over 30 new 
coronavirus cases daily 
for the last five days. 

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Phillaur, November 14

In a big jolt to Shiromani 
Akali Dal and Bahujan 
Samaj Party in Phillaur 
assembly constituency, 
many of their local leaders 
belonging to village Sar-
gundi joined the Indian Na-
tional Congress in presence 
of Jalandhar Member of 
Parliament Santokh Singh 
Chaudhary at his residence 
here on Sunday.

These workers include 
sports club president 
Maninder Singh, youth 
president Pinder, sec-
retary Harpreet Saroye, 
Cashier Harpinder Singh, 
Panch Parminder Singh 
Dosanjh, Panch Narinder 

Singh, Panch Gurmukh 
Lal, Panch Sardool Saroye, 
Munish Kumar, Maninder 
Kumar, Ritik Kumar,

Harinder Sangha, Par-
minder Rai, Sukha Sangha, 
Bobby and Sunil Kumar. 
They said both BSP and 

SAD have lost their vision 
and their leaders are not 
paying attention to issues 
of public importance.

Welcoming them to the 
Congress party, MP Chaud-
hary said that thanks to the 
development and welfare 
works done by the Pun-
jab government under the 
leadership of Chief Minister 
Charanjit Singh Channi, 
many people were now 
switching sides and join-
ing Congress.

Punjab sees biggest 
reduction in petrol price
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Congress-ruled Punjab has seen the biggest reduc-
tion in price of petrol in the country after it cut local 
sales tax or VAT the most while Union Territory of 
Ladakh witnessed the largest reduction in diesel rates 
for the same reason. Post the Union government’s 
decision of reducing excise duty on petrol by Rs 5 
per litre and that on diesel by Rs 10 a litre, 25 states 
and UTs have cut VAT to give further reprieve to 
consumers battered by record-high retail prices.

Petrol price has been further reduced by as much 
as Rs 16.02 per litre and diesel by Rs 19.61 a litre as 
a result of combined impact of the excise duty and 
VAT cut, according to price charts available from 
state-owned fuel retailers. Poll-bound Punjab has 
seen the most cut in petrol price of Rs 16.02 a litre, 
followed by UT of Ladakh with Rs 13.43 a litre and 
Karnataka (Rs 13.35).  PTI

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 14 

Actor and philanthropist 
Sonu Sood on Sunday 
said his sister Malvika 
is joining politics, but 
added he has no such 
plans for himself.

Malvika later said she 
will contest the 2022 
Punjab Assembly polls 
from Moga.

Sood, who is from 
Moga district, said his 
sister has done a lot of 
amazing work in the past.

“We today officially 
want to say that Malvi-
ka will certainly come to 
serve Punjab,” the actor 
said, addressing the me-
dia at his residence in the 
district.

Asked about joining 
any political party, Sood 
said no decision has yet 
been taken in this regard.

“We have not yet taken 
a call about the party. 
Whenever the time 
comes, we will make sure 
that we let you know,” 
he said.

When asked whether 
he would enter politics, 
Sood said he has not 
thought about it. “It is a 

very big decision in life. I 
think Malvika is strongly 
rooted in Moga For me 
(joining politics), I have 
not thought of it,” he said.

Asked about his recent 
meetings with Punjab 
Chief Minister Charan-
jit Singh Channi and his 
Delhi counterpart Arvind 
Kejriwal, Sood said both 
of them are good people.

On SAD chief Sukhbir 
Singh Badal, Sood said he 
would meet him too, add-
ing that Badal has vast 
experience in politics.

About the ongoing 
farmers’ protest, the 
actor said it was neces-
sary that the farmers 
get their rights, assert-
ing that their issues 
should be resolved so that 
they can return to their 
 fields.  PTI

CM Channi inaugurates 
digital healthcare 
facility in Mohali

No dearth of funds for the memorial 
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: OP Soni

Capt Amarinder rubbishes 
claims of proposed 
meeting with Gandhis

Pargat releases biography ‘Uddna Baaz’ of 
India’s first Arjuna Awardee Olympian

Raja Warring launches statewide campaign ‘No-Challan 
Day’ to instill traffic awareness amongst children

COVID-19: Punjab sees 25 
new cases, 1 death

Pilgrims undergo Covid-19 testing before a visit to Pakistan to celebrate the birth 
anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, in Amritsar, on Sunday.  PTI

SAD and BSP local leaders join Congress in presence of MP Chaudhary

Actor Sonu Sood’s sister to 
contest from Moga in Punjab 
assembly polls

While addressing the industrialists, traders and 
Congress workers of the district at Sangam Palace 
Kotkapura, the Deputy Chief Minister OP Soni said 
that under the able leadership of Charanjit Singh 
Channi ,a conducive environment has been created 
for the growth of industry and trade in the state 
and every possible facility has been provided by 
the government to the industrialists and traders. 



TRICITY04

CHANGE OF NAME
I Sehaljbir Arora S/o Amarjit Singh 
Arora R/o H.No. 3088, Sec 20-D 
Chandigarh have changed my Name 
to Sehajbir Singh.

I Reeta Rani W/o Kailash Kumar R/o 
H.No 107, St. No 3,Bahadurgarh, Peer 
Colony, Patiala Have Changed My 
Name From Amarjit Rani To Reeta 
Rani After My Marriage

I Krishan Kumar S/o Satvir Singh 
R/o Vill Beria Distt Bhiwani (HR)Pin 
127308 My Service Records in My Wife 
Name Mantioned Ritu Devi but My 
Wife Correct Name Ritu Vide Affidavit 
Dated 13-11-2021 Before Notary 
public Distt Court Bathinda

I Komalpreet Singh Dhanju s/o 
Paramjit Singh R/o Vill Gurditpura 
P.O. Arno Teh Patran Distt Patiala 
have changed  my name Komalpreet 
Singh Dhanju to Komalpreet Singh

I Kuldeep Kaur Dhanju w/o Paramjit 
Singh (D/o Balbir Singh) R/o Vill 
Gurditpura P.O. Arno Teh. Patran 
Distt Patiala have changed my name 
Kuldeep Kaur Dhanju to Kuldeep Kaur

I, Nancy w/o Kapil Chopra R/o  5620, 
Street No 7, New Shivaji Nagar 
Ludhiana Change name Nancy 
Chopra.

I, Gagandeep Singh s/o  Darshan 
Singh R/o Village Aitiana PO Attiana, 
Raikot Ludhiana Change name 
Gagandeep Singh Sivia

I Kulwinder Singh Army No. JC 
246921H, Rank RIS of Unit 12 
Armd Regt C/O 56 APO have 
changed my army record my 
son name wrongly mentioned 
as Gurshail Singh,but my son 
correct name is Gursahil Singh.

I VidyaI Sunil Chavan spouse of 
no 6395154Y Hav Sunil Nathu 
Chavan R/o Vill Hingone Khurd 
Teh Chalisgaon Distt Jalgaon 
(Maharashtra) 424102  I have 
changed my name from “VIDYA 
N A” TO “VIDYA SUNIL CHAVAN” 
Affidevit no PAL2021K213  Date  
12/11/2021

I,Krishna W/O Sushil Sachdeva 
R/O H.No.80A,Near Senior Citizen 
Home,Moon Avenue,Majitha 
Road, Amritsar, Punjab, have 
changed my name from Krishna 
to Kamna Sachdeva. All concerned 
please note.

I, Sumitra Devi Daughter of Dalip 
Singh Resident of Rast,  Sub 
Tehsil Ronhat, District Sirmaur 
Himachal Pradesh declare  that 
I have changed Name is  from 
Sumitra Devi to Suman. In future 
I may be known as Suman. please 
all concern note.

I Tarsem Kumar Kamra S/o 
Hardwari Lal R/o Vpo Jandoke 
Teh Bariwala Distt Sri Muktsar 
Sahib Have Changed My Name 
To Tarsem Kumar.

motr vhIkl sUcnw
He ro  S p l e n d o r  P l u s  N XG 
Motorcycle Registration No. PB-
11-AZ-4976 Engine No. 00722, 
Ch. No. 01088 jo plivMdr isMG 
pu~qr Avqwr isMG vwsI mkwn 
nM. 137, glI nM. 9, gurU nwnk 
ngr, pitAwlw dy nwm hY[ 
ijnHW dI mOq 07-09-2019 ƒ 
ho cu~kI sI[ plivMdr isMG dI 
mOq qoN bwAd aukq vhIkl 
aunHW dI BYx bbnpRIq kOr pqnI 
lyt Avqwr isMG vwsI mkwn 
nM. 137, glI nM. 9, gurU nwnk 
ngr, pitAwlw ny Awpxy nwm 
trWsPr krn leI pypr ies 
dPqr iv~c pyS kIqy hn[ 
jykr iksy ƒ ieqrwj hovy qW 
auh ies p~qr / noits jwrI 
hox qoN 10 idnW dy AMdr- 
AMdr pyS kry[ Awr. tI. ey. 
pitAwlw [

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Service No. 15470335P Rank LD 
Unit 82 Ar Anil Kumar Son of Devi 
Ram Resident of Village- Post-Office 
Man Tehsil Arki, Distt. Solan Himachal 
Pradesh Declare that my wife’s Name 
is Heamlata and Date of Birth 24-01-
1979 as wrongly Entered in Service 
Record. But Actaul and Correct Name 
is Hemlata and Date of Birth 24-01-
1978. Please all concern Note.

I, Smt Rishpal Kaur widow of Army 
No 6320014 Late Hav Gurnam Singh 
r/o VPO-Sahoke (Moga) declare that 
correct date of birth of my daughter 
Sarabjit Kaur is 15/04/1981 and not 
30/03/1982 as recorded in Army 
service records. Necessary correction 
be made accordingly in my Army 
service records.  Her adhar No is 3794 
7007 8336.
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DISCLAIMER

BRIGHT PUNJAB EXPRESS 
does not endorse any 
third party products, 
merchandise and/or 
services, nor has BRIGHT 
PUNJAB EXPRESS taken 
any steps to confirm the 
accuracy or reliability of, 
any of the information 
contained in any third party 
advertisements. BRIGHT 
PUNJAB EXPRESS strongly 
encourages readers 
to conduct whatever 
investigation they feel 
necessary or appropriate 
before proceeding with 
any transaction with any of 
these advertisers.

A.S. PRASHAR
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, November 14

The India Trade Promotion 
Organization, New Delhi 
has organized the 40th 
India International Trade 
Fair-2021 at the Pragati 
Maidan, New Delhi from 
14th to 27th November, 
2021.  The theme for the 
IITF-2021 is Aatamnirbhar 
Bharat.  The main objective 
of the Fair is to boost busi-
ness opportunities and to 
share various techniques/
reforms used by different 
states/UTs as well as for-
eign countries.

 The Chandigarh Pavil-
ion was inaugurated by 
Jagjit Singh, PCS, Director 
Industries, U.T., Chandi-
garh today.   In the Chan-
digarh Pavilion, 10 stalls 
have been constructed out 
of which six stalls were 
allotted to various depart-
ments of Chandigarh Ad-
ministration viz. Tourism 
Department, Govt. Muse-

um & Art Gallery, CITCO, 
Model Jail Department 
to highlight the achieve-
ments made in the respec-
tive fields and to promote 
tourism. 

The four MSMEs which 
have set up stalls are also 
receiving substantial num-
ber of trade inquiries from 
the visitors and are also 
expecting good business 
through this fair. 

  It is noteworthy to men-
tion that four MSMEs of 
Chandigarh have set up 
their stalls to exhibit the 
products manufactured by 
them viz decorative show 
pieces, brass items, Natural 

Herbal Aggarbati-dhoop, 
Cones and Hawan Dhoop 
Powder, string lights and 
lamp, idols of different 
types antique metals, ag-
garbatties, Pizza ATM.

    In view of the theme of 
the India International 
Trade Fair-2021, Chandi-
garh Administration has 
tried to depict the potential 
of manufacturing sector at 
Chandigarh to promote the 
“Aatamnirbhar Bharat”.  
Various departments of 
U.T., Chandigarh have 
showcased the “City beauti-
ful” through a wide range of 
stalls, while attempting to 
evolve into a “Smart City.”  

Chandigarh Pavilion attracts 
crowds at 40th India  
International Trade Fair-2021 PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU

Chandigarh, November 14

As a part of the celebration 
of Children’s Day, Chandi-
garh Tourism with the sup-
port of Education Depart-
ment held an event at the 
Capitol Complex to engage 
the younger generation in 
the heritage of Chandigarh 
while also providing them 
a chance to showcase their 
talent.

The fact that Jawahar 
Lal Nehru was the vi-
sion behind the making 
of Chandigarh and it was 
his birthday that was be-
ing celebrated made the 
occasion more significant.

A walk of the plaza was 
conducted by Deepika 
Gandhi, Director Le Cor-
busier Centre informing 
the students about the 
significance of the Capitol 
Complex, its various build-
ings along with interesting 
stories and anecdotes. 

The walk was enlivened 
by the students being en-
couraged to run down the 
ramps of the Open Hand, 
the Martyrs’ Monument 

and the Geometric hill.
Almost all of the stu-

dents and teachers con-
fessed that they had come 
to the Complex for the first 
time and were left spell 
bound by the grandeur of 
the ensemble. 

After the tour, the stu-
dents enthusiastically 
participated in a drawing 
and colouring competition 
based on their impressions 
of the Capitol Complex. 
The young artists were 
quick to absorb the essence 
of the complex and transfer 
their impressions on paper 
along with the occasion of 
Children’s’ day. While the 

students were making their 
drawings and sketches 
Gandhi interacted with the 
teachers to discuss how 
they could spread aware-
ness regarding heritage in 
their schools.

The first prize went to 
Mumtaz Ali of GMSSS-32, 
second prize to Kapil of 
GMSSS- 28 and third 
prize to Shivbir of GMSSS 
Dhanas. The students and 
teachers were also given 
saplings by the NGO Or-
ganic Sharing to reinforce 
the respect for nature in-
herent in the planning 
of Chandigarh and the 
Capitol.

Celebrating Children’s Day 
at Capitol Complex
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Panjab University, Chan-
digarh received Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad(MAKA) 
Trophy for overall top per-
forming University in Inter 
University Tournaments 
for 3rd Year in a row which 
is also the second hat trick 
for PU, from the President 
of India  Ram Nath Kov-
ind, on Sunday at a special 
function  organized at the 
Darbar Hall of Rashtrapati 
Bhavan,New Delhi.

Prof. Raj Kumar, Vice-
Chancellor, PU received 
the same along with Dr. 
Prashant Gautam, Director, 

Sports, Dr. Neena Seth Pa-
jni, President, Panjab Uni-
versity Sports Committee 
and Principal Govindgarh 
College, Khanna and Dr. 
Rakesh Malik, Deputy Di-
rector, Sports PU V-C said 
that it is indeed a proud 
moment for PU Sportsper-
sons, Coaches and officials 
of Directorate of Sports for 
bringing laurels in sports.
He extended his felicita-
tions to PU fraternity.

Dr. Prashant Gautam, 
Director, Sports informed 
that it is a matter of great 
honor for PU for getting 
MAKA trophy for the 
16th time and making a 
hat trick twice. 

PU V-C receives MAKA 
Trophy from President 
of India
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The construction of world’s 
1st & only ‘Maat Pitah Tem-
ple’ will be started from 
Monday at village Khallour 
on Banur- Ambala road in 
Mohali district.

Announcing this dur-
ing a press conference at 
Chandigarh on Sunday, 
Gian Chand Walia the 
Founder of  NGO- Maat 
Pitah Gowdham Trust ( 
MPGD) who is construct-
ing the temple said that it 
will be dedicated to the par-
ents. No religious deities 
will be kept in the temple, 
he said .

Acharya Pandit Day-
anand Shastri will be the 
chief guest during founda-
tion laying ceremony of the 
temple while Dr. Diwakar 
Sukul, Chairman of World 
Book of Records will be a 
special guest during the 
occasion.

MPGD is a unique kind 
of sacred organization 
which was established in 
2011 by Gian Chand Walia 
fondly known as Gauchar 
Das Gian. 

The Gaudham campus 
where the temple is be-
ing constructed is spread 
on 10 acres of land which 
has been donated by Gian 
Chand Walia.

Construction of world’s 1st ‘Maat 
Pitah Temple’ to start from today

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, November 14

Darshan Singh Baid, an 
esteemed retired  engineer 
with more than 31 years of 
rewarding service, a dedi-
cated social worker and 
most importantly a pas-
sionate writer by heart, on 
Sunday unveiled his new 
book “Bhatakde Rahi “.

The book is  based upon 
the theme, social and cul-
tural values we as a society 
must practice and keep our 
mind away from the abuse 
of power and greed.  People 
from different walks of 
life joined in for the book 
launching ceremony.

The book titled 
“Bhatakde Rahi” is one of 

it’s kind self help guide, as 
it sheds light upon various 
social issues prevailing in 
the country .

The book delves into dif-
ferent stories based upon 
different social themes, 
each  concluding with a 
moral at the end . The 
72 pages in the book are 

categorized onto various 
topics such as Motivational 
Column , Safety , Poems 
on Love , Human , society 
and a lot more. The book is 
full of knowledge , as each 
chapter helps the reader to 
understand the world in a 
much better way, paving 
the way for growth as an 
individual. 

The book also gives us a 
message that, it’s time we 
as a society must reflect 
upon, and  take a hard look 
at social values.  As the 
name suggests , the book 
aims to give right direction 
to the people, by showing 
correct path, because in 
the virtue  of greed and 
power, we often tend to 
loose ourselves.  

Darshan Singh Baid unveils his book ‘Bhatakde 
Rahi’: A guide towards social values
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The 8th Annual Basic Trans-
thoracic Echocardiography 
workshop organized by De-
partment of Anaesthesiology 
and Intensive Care was held on 
Sunday at Advanced Cardiac 
centre, PGIMER. The trainers 
of the workshop comprised the 
faculty from cardiac anaesthe-
sia division of the Department 
of Anaesthesia and Intensive 
Care, PGIMER, Chandigarh. 
Critically ill Patients receiving 
treatment in the intensive care 
unit or in the perioperative pe-
riod are monitored intensively 
to ensure a safe and quick re-
covery. 
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It was a vibrant and melodi-
ous musical treat for classical 
music lovers at Strawberry 
Field High School, Sector 26 
auditorium here on Sunday 
on the last day of three-day 
43rd Annual Chandigarh 
Sangeet Sammelan con-
ducted by Indian National 
Theatre in association with 
Durga Das Foundation. On 
the last day vocalist Ashwini 

Bhide Deshpande presented 
a vocal recital.

 Ashwini Bhide Desh-
pande started her perfor-
mance with the traditional 
raga of her gharana, Baha-
duri Tori. She captivated 
the audience by presenting 
the beautiful performance 

of Bandish Mahadeva Pati 
Parvati vilambit khyaal. After 
this, she presented Pashu-
pati Nath Shankar Shambhu 
in teen taal in front of the 
audience. In her second 
rendition, she performed 
Badhawa Gavo Bandish 
in Raga Hindol Pancham 
composed by Alladiya Khan 
Saheb, an Indian Hindustani 
classical singer who founded 
the Jaipur-Atrauli Gharana, 
after which she performed a 
drut tarana in Hindol.
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Diabetic Foot is a major 
problem in India and 
nearly 10-18% of diabetic 
patients suffer from the 
medical condition. When 

diabetes is uncontrolled, it 
causes complications such 
as diabetic foot, blindness, 
limb amputation, heart 
disease, kidney failure and 
even early death.

On the eve of World 
Diabetes Day, Dr Ravul 

Jindal, Director, Vascular 
Surgery, Fortis Hospital 
Mohali, explained the se-
verity of the disease and 
its possible consequences. 

The Vascular Surgery 
Team led by Dr Jindal has 
treated several patients 

suffering from Diabetic 
Foot with excellent out-
comes. 

Taking the example of 
two patients, Dr Jindal 
detailed out the risk factors 
and precautions that need 
to be taken. The patient, 

Rajinder Singh Munjal, 
aged 70, presented with 
gangrene affecting the 
first and fifth toe of the 
right foot. 

The patient was diabetic, 
suffering from hyperten-
sion and had a history of 

coronary artery bypass 
graft surgery (CABG) and 
stroke. 

Due to the gangrene-af-
fected foot, the patient had 
severe pain, foul-smelling 
wound, fever, sepsis and 
raised creatinine. 

World Diabetes Day: 10-18% of diabetic patients suffer from Diabetic Foot

Three-day 43rd Chandigarh Sangeet Sammelan 
ends on a memorable note
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As per directions of Na-
tional Legal Services Au-
thority, New Delhi, under 
the guidance of  Justice 
Ajay Tewari, Judge, 
Punjab & Haryana High 
Court-cum-Executive 
Chairman, Punjab State 
Legal Services Authority,  
R.S. Rai, Ld. 

District & Sessions 
Judge, SAS Nagar orga-
nized closing ceremony 
of “PAN India Awareness 
and Outreach Pro-
gramme” at District SAS 
Nagar in which all the 
villages have been covered 
from 2nd October, 2021 
to 14th November, 2021.

A lkathon was orga-
nized by District Legal 
Services Authority, 
SAS Nagar to make the 
people aware about free 
legal services in which 
more than 150 persons 
including Judicial Of-
ficers, employees and 
people from different 
walks of life participated. 
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Leading healthcare pro-
vider of region Max Super 
Specialty Hospital, Mohali 
organized a free diabetes 
camp and ‘no sugar, no fire 
cooking competition’ for 
children to mark World 
Diabetes Day and Chil-
dren’s Day at Chandigarh 
Press Club on Sunday.

On this occasion, Dr. 
Surya Kant Mathur, di-
rector of endocrinology 
also gave a talk on diabe-
tes and thyroid. He said 

that the need of the hour 
is to spread the message 
about the importance 
of increasing access to 
diabetes care to improve 
diabetes management, 
prevent complications 

and improve the quality 
of life of people living with 
diabetes in the country, in 
fact, World Diabetes Day 
is an opportunity for us to 
raise awareness of diabetes 
as a public health issue 
and to share what needs 
to be done, collectively and 
individually.

Talking about the im-
portance of awareness 
about diabetes from 
the very beginning, Dr. 
Mathur said that lifestyle 
is a big contributor to the 
development of diabetes.

World Diabetes Day & Children’s Day: Free diabetes 
camp & kids’ competition organised
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Ravi Kant Sharma, Mayor, 
Chandigarh on Saturday 
inaugurated a Green Belt at 
Maloya colony, here in the 
presence of Anindita Mi-
tra,  Commissioner, Rajesh 
Kumar, area councilor and 
local residents,

Having total area of 1.96 

acres, the green belt has 
been developed by provid-
ing walking track, huts, 
benches, garden lights, 
ornamental trees, shrubs, 
flower beds, 1 Km kachha 
track at a cost of Rs. 65 
lakh. During the event the 
Mayor also inaugurated 
newly built toilet block and 
garden lights in the green 
belt.

Mayor inaugurates Green 
Belt at Maloya colony

Walkathon marks 
conclusion of PAN 
India Awareness 
and Outreach 
Programme

PGIMER conducts 8th 
Basic Transthoracic 
echocardiography 
workshop

mYN Em pRkwS pu~qr moqI rwm vwsI 
aufw vwlI bsqI  qihsIl vw izlHw 
&wizlkw ibAwn krdw hW ik  myrw 
lVkw mihMdr kumwr myry kihxy qoN 
bwhr hY mYN aus ƒ AwpxI c~l-Ac~l 
jwiedwd qoN bydKl krdw hW aus nwl  
lYx-dyx krn vwlw ̂ ud izMmyvwr hovygw 
sbMDq not krn [
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Birthday celebrations 
turned sour after a 
21-year-old man was 
stabbed to death by his 
friends during a party 
at a chicken corner in 
village Hans Kalan in 
Jagraon over a dispute 
over a mobile phone. In 
the incidents, two others 
have also suffered injuries, 

who have been admitted 
to hospital.

Sadar Police 
of Jagraon have 
lodged a mur-
der case against 
Mandeep Singh 
Dashmesh Nagar 
of Jagraon and 
Harpreet Singh Changna 
of village Changna, who 
are on the run.

The victim has been 
identified as Randeep 

Singh, 21, of village Pudain 
of Jagraon.

Gurmeet Singh 
Malla, a relative of 
the victim, stated 
that Harpreet Singh 
of village Hans Ka-
lan had invited Ran-
deep Singh along 

with Mandeep Singh and 
Harpreet Singh Changna 
to celebrate his birthday 
at a chicken corner in vil-
lage Hans Kalan. Earlier, 

they had a cake cutting 
ceremony at his house.

In the party they also 
consumed liquor. 

Meanwhile, Mandeep 
Singh told them that he 
had given his Apple I-
phone to Harpreet Singh 
Changna. Randeep Singh 
objected to it and made 
his remember that he 
had promised to give 
his mobile phone to the 
birthday boy. 
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“Sukhbir Badal does not 
have any answers to our 
questions,” said protesting 
farmers who were stopped 
by the police from enter-
ing the resort where SAD 
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal 
was addressing the gather-
ing while campaigning for 
party candidate Darshan 
Singh Shivalik at village 
Sarinh on Sunday.

A number of farmers 
gathered outside the re-
sort and expressed their 

willingness to meet Sukh-
bir for getting answers to 
their queries. However, 

the farmers expressed that 
the police stopped them 
and detained them for 
around two hours.

Jarnail Kaur who 
was leading one of the 
farmers’ groups said that 
the farmers have many 
unanswered questions 
that are to be asked from 
Sukhbir as villagers of the 
state have always shown 
trust towards Shiromani 
Akali Dal but they were 
betrayed by Akali Dal. 
“Today, we came here 
to meet Sukhbir but we 
were not allowed to meet 
him,” she said.

AMARPAL SINGH
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Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) president Sukhbir 
Singh Badal on Sunday 
said the next SAD-BSP 
government would order 
a probe into embezzle-
ment of MGNREGA 
funds by Congress lead-
ers and spend the money 
recovered on them on 
public works.

The SAD president, 
who addressed gather-
ings in this constituency, 
said Congress leaders had 
misappropriated NRE-
GA funds to the tune of 
thousands of crores by 
indulging in bogus billing 
as well as over charging 
for tiles, pavers and other 
construction work. He 
said Congress leaders had 
opened their one tile and 
paver factories and were 
supplying sub standard 
material for use in gov-
ernment works. “All such 
misdeeds will be probed 
and corruption cases will 
be registered against the 
guilty,” he added.

Sukhbir said he was 
also receiving complaints 

that grain markets had 
been closed premature-
ly in the state when the 
paddy crop had still not 
been harvested across the 
state. “This is being done 
under pressure from the 
Centre,” he said adding 
now farmers would be 
forced to sell short.

He also highlighted how 
the government was totally 
oblivious to the spread of 
dengue in the state. He said 
dengue cases had crossed 
the 20,000 mark but 
nothing was being done 
to control its spread. “The 
government is behaving in 
the same fashion as it did 
during the Covid pandemic 

during which more than 
17,000 Punjabis lost their 
lives,” he stated.

Speaking about the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
Sukhbir said its Conve-
ner Arvind Kejriwal was 
trying to fool Punjabis in 
the same manner as was 
done by Capt Amarinder 
Singh earlier. “Kejriwal 
descends on Punjab every 
fortnight to proclaim a 
guarantee. It seems he 
does not trust anyone in 
the state unit to stand by 
the guarantee never mind 
the fact that he has also 
not been able to fulfill any 
of the promises made to 
the people of Delhi.”

YOGESH KAPOOR
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Punjab Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs 
Minister Bharat Bhushan 
Ashu and Punjab Cricket 
Association President 
Rajinder Gupta on Sun-
day dedicated a Practice 
Wicket Cricket Centre in 
SCD Government College, 
here. This centre would be 
managed by the Ludhiana 
District Cricket Association 
(LDCA). Speaking on the 
occasion, Ashu said that all 
existing sports infrastruc-
ture in Ludhiana is being 
upgraded including new 
athletics synthetic track at 
Guru Nanak Stadium, while 
work on indoor swimming 
pool would also start shortly. 

He said that the indoor 
swimming pool at Rakh 
Bagh has been a long pend-
ing demand of the city resi-
dents, and the work on it 
would commence shortly. 
Other sports infrastructure 
to be upgraded included 
the Shastri Hall, Basket-
ball stadium, Table Tennis 
stadium, hockey Astroturf 
at PAU, besides all others. 

The Minister said that 
the state government was 
making all out efforts for 
promoting sports across 
the state to channelize 
the unbounded energy 
of youth in a positive 
manner. He said that the 
sports policy of the state 
government was a best 
in the country as it pro-
vides jobs as it emphasizes 
not only on enhancing the 
prize money of various 
national and international 
tournaments but also en-
suring a robust and top 
notch sports infrastruc-
ture in Punjab aiming at 
producing champions for 
national and international 
events. 

On this occasion, Ashu, 
who himself is a cricket 
player, also faced a few 
shots on the cricket pitch.

Punjab Cricket Associa-
tion President Rajinder 
Gupta said that Ludhiana 
District Cricket Associa-
tion would supervise the 
cricket activities here 
that maximum players 
can avail the benefit of 
the centre. MC Councillor 
Sunny Bhalla informed 
that this centre would be 
managed by the Ludhiana 
District Cricket Associa-
tion (LDCA).

Prominent among 
those present on the oc-
casion included LDCA 
president Satish Mangal, 
General Secretary Anu-
pam Kamaria, Harmeet 
Batra, Rajeev Puri, inter-
national cricket player 
Gagandeep Singh, be-
sides several veteran 
players, coaches and 
sports lovers.
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Punjab govt committed to provide sports facilities to 
all sections of society and age groups: Ashu

Next SAD-BSP govt will probe embezzlement of 
MGNREGA funds: Sukhbir
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In order to give impetus 
to the local economy and 
rekindle the spirit of en-
trepreneurship in this in-
dustrial hub of Punjab in 
the post COVID-19 times, 
an award ceremony was 
held to felicitate the Most 
Promising Young Entre-
preneurs of Ludhiana 
who by dint of their hard 
work, perseverance and 
resolute approach have 
achieved glorious success 
at an early age. 

While some of these 
young entrepreneurs 
have inherited the legacy 
and the business empires, 
many of them who were 
awarded are the first time 
entrepreneurs who have 
scaled heights with their 
own efforts.

The event was orga-
nized by DCM Young 
Entrepreneurs School at 
Guru Nanak Dev Bha-
van, on the sidelines of 
Speaking Minds Conclave, 
during which the Deputy 
Commissioner Varinder 
Kumar Sharma along with 
Harish Dayma, Joint CP 
Ludhiana, besides, An-
irudh Gupta, CEO, DCM 
Group of Schools, did the 
honors during a glittering 
ceremony.

The awardees included 
Rishi Dada (MD, Dada Mo-
tors), Akash Bansal (MD, 

Rage), Kamal Wadhera 
(MD, TCY learning Solu-
tions), Munish Dua (Direc-
tor, KG Exports), Gautam 
Thapar and Sumit Thapar 
(Co-Founders, Thapar De-
velopers), Gavish Batra and 
Nitigya Soni (Co-Founders, 
HeeBee), Raghav Kansal 
(Director, Indian Summer 
Group), Rohit Puniani (Di-
rector, GK Estate), Geeta 
Nagrath (Founder IIFT), 
Amitoj Singh (Owner, 
Ankara and Iron Chef), 
Bhavdeep Kaur (Owner, 
Young Berry), Manik Bajaj 
(MD, Just Baked), Sukriti 
Sharma (Owner, Penum-
bra Media), Amol Sachdeva 
(MD, Kohinoor Cycles), 
Ujjwal Talwar (Owner, 
Ujjwal Talwar Hair Styles), 
and Suvra Nanda (Owner, 
Kumon). 

While lauding the initia-
tive, the DC said that it 
was high time that these 
kind of efforts were made 
to chisel out entrepreneur 
in every child. DC said that 
he was sanguine that DCM 
YES will be able to give fil-
lip to the gap between aca-
demia and industry, and 
further hope that these 
Young Entrepreneurs will 
be able to motivate several 
other youths of Ludhiana 
to contribute their might 
to bring industry and cre-
ate more jobs in Ludhiana 
and put India amidst the 
league of most developed 
nations of the world. 
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World Diabetes Day 
is observed every year 
on November 14. The 
Department of Endo-
crinology of the DMCH 
on Sunday observed 
World Diabetes Day by 
organising a free sugar 
check-up camp for 
general public at OPD 
Block of DMCH. The 
theme for World Diabe-
tes Day this year is ‘Ac-
cess to Diabetes Care: 
if not now, when?’ and 
this year marks the 
100th anniversary of 
the discovery of insulin.

Diabetes is a disease 
that occurs when your 
blood glucose (blood 
sugar) is too high. 
Blood glucose is your 
main source of energy 
and comes from the 
food we eat, having too 
much glucose in your 
blood can cause health 
problems.

Secretary of DMCH 
Managing Society Prem 
Kumar Gupta said that 
DMCH is regularly 
conducting such health 
awareness programme 
for the benefit of the 
society.

Dr Parminder Singh 
(Professor and Head 
of Endocrinology) said 
that Diabetes is a major 
concern worldwide and 
it is the major cause of 

blindness, kidney fail-
ure, stroke, lower limb 
amputation and it in-
creases the risk of heart 
attack 2 to 4 time more. 
Although diabetes has 
no cure, patient can 
take steps to manage 
your diabetes and stay 
healthy.

According to Dr 
Naveen Mittal (Pro-
fessor, Department 
of Endocrinology) 
sedentary lifestyle and 
lack of physical exercise 
are some of the major 
causes of diabetes.

Dr Saurabh Arora 
(Assistant Profes-
sor, Department of 
Endocrinology) said 
the major symptoms 
of diabetes included 
increased thirst and 
urination, increased 
hunger, blurred vision, 
unexplained weight 
loss, numbness or 
tingling in the feet or 
hands.

If any person feels 
any such symptoms he/
she should immediately 
consult to doctor and 
get the required tests 
done to know about the 
level of blood glucose.

In 2019, approxi-
mately 463 million 
adults (20-29years) 
had diabetes and this is 
anticipated to increase 
700 million by 2045. 
(International Federa-
tion of Diabetes).
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With an aim to exhort the 
people especially youths to 
cast their votes in large num-
bers during upcoming 2022 
assembly elections in the 
Punjab, the district adminis-
tration on Sunday organised 
a relay race of students along 
with teachers, Booth Level 
Officers (BLOs) and supervi-
sors in the city. The relay race 
was commenced from GMT 
school, Jalandhar Bypass 
Chowk to Government El-
ementary Bhora to Daffodils 

School and ended back at 
GMT School. As many as 
50 students of each of Gov-
ernment Senior Secondary 
School Sekhewal, and Daf-
fodil School holding placards 
in their hands participated in 
this relay race.

Systematic Voters’ 
Education and Electoral 
Participation program 
(SVEEP) Nodal Officer 
Gurdeep Singh encour-
aged the young voters 
and told them about 
the importance of cast-
ing vote and their voting 
rights.
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As the state celebrated 
Children’s Day by ob-
serving ‘No Challan Day,’ 
the traffic wing of city 
police also observed ‘No 
Challan Day’ and initi-
ated an awareness drive 
at Bharat Nagar Chowk 
to educate people about 
the importance of follow-
ing traffic rules.

Commissioner of 
Police Gurpreet Singh 
Bhullar also reached the 
spot and felicitated resi-
dents, those who were 
found wearing helmets 
or had applied seat belts 
and were following other 
traffic rules, by giving 

them a rose flower.
Prior to this, Joint 

Commissioner of Police 
(JCP – City and Traffic) 
J Elanchezhian interacted 
with the Tempo opera-
tors and other residents 
and they administered 
the pledge of following 
road safety rules.

During his visit to the 

city at an event in Guru 
Nanak Bhawan, Pun-
jab Transport Minister 
Amrinder Singh Raja 
Warring also educated 
and motivated youngsters 
to follow traffic rules and 
he along with the audi-
ence also administered 
the road safety pledge 
during the event.
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On the 12th day of the 
protest against the hike 
in steel and other raw 
materials’ prices and all-
around inflation by the 
Consortium of Industrial 
Associations, a delegation 
of BJP Punjab leaders, 
under the leadership of 
Jiwan Gupta General Sec-
retary BJP Punjab along 
with Parveen Bansal Vice 
President BJP Punjab, 
Gurdev Sharma Debi Fi-
nance Secretary BJP Pun-
jab, Pushpinder Singhal 
District President BJP 
Ludhiana and advocate 
Bikramjit Singh Sidhu 

Member BJP Executive 
Punjab reached the site of 
protest outside UCPMA 
on Sunday.

The BJP delegation 
had a detailed discus-
sion about the issues and 
problems faced by the in-
dustry, and demands of 
curbing the steel and raw 
material cartelization and 
to formulate the Regula-
tory Committee to control 

the prices of industrial 
raw materials, eventu-
ally the inflation. They 
assured the Consortium 
of Industrial Associations 
that they will discuss the 
matter with Union Min-
ister Piyush Goyal and 
next week they will ar-
range a meeting of the 
Delegation of Consortium 
of Industrial Associations 
with Goyal.

DC honours most promising 
young entrepreneurs of 
Ludhiana

World Diabetes Day 
observed at DMCH

Sukhbir does not have any answers to 
our questions, say protesting farmers

‘No Challan Day’ observed in city

Admn organises relay race to 
creating voting awareness

BJP delegation meets with Consortium of Industrial 
Associations, assures immediate solution

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, November 14

Samrala Police booked 
two Lopon village-based 
residents in a case of at-
tempt to murder after 
they opened fire on 

their friend.
The accused were iden-

tified as Navpreet Singh 
and Amritpal Singh.

According to the 
police, the accused 
had opened fire at 
their friend Harpreet 

Singh when the latter 
refused to lend them 
money.

Harpreet who has 
suffered bullet injury 
in his jaw is under-
going treatment at 
hospital. He however 

lodged a complaint 
with the police and 
stated that the accused 
had visited his house 
on Saturday and after a 
casual talk, they started 
demanding money 
from him.

Two village residents open fire at friend on being refused money
1,795 rolls of plastic string recovered
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ludhiana, November 14

Although the kite flying 
season is yet to come, the 
shopkeepers have already 
started smuggling plastic 
strings. As many as 1,795 
rolls of plastic string were 
recovered by the city po-

lice when these were being 
transported in a pick-up 
truck.

According to the Divi-
sion number 3 police, 
a team was checking 
vehicles at Khwaja Kothi 
Chowk when they sig-
naled a pick-up truck to 
stop for checking.

21-yr-old stabbed to death during b’day party
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These cryptocurrencies threaten the financial system, 
but no one is getting to grips with them

JEAN-PHILIPPE

C
ryptocurrencies have 
had an exceptional 
year, reaching a 
combined value of 
more than USD 3 

trillion (2.2 trillion pounds) for 
the first time in November. The 
market seems to have benefited 
from the public having time on 
their hands during pandemic 
lockdowns. Also, large invest-
ment funds and banks have 
stepped in, not least with the 
recent launch of the first bitcoin-
backed ETF a listed fund that 
makes it easier for more inves-
tors to get exposure to this asset 
class. Alongside this has been 
an explosive rise in the value of 
stablecoins like tether, USDC 
and Binance USD. Like other 
cryptocurrencies, stablecoins 
move around on the same on-
line ledger technology known 
as blockchains. The difference 
is that their value is pegged 1:1 
to a financial asset outside the 
world of crypto, usually the US 
dollar.

Stablecoins enable investors 
to keep money in their digital 
wallets that is less volatile than 
bitcoin, giving them one less 
reason to need a bank account. 
For a whole movement that 
is about a declaration of in-
dependence from banks and 
other centralised financial 
providers, stablecoins help 
to facilitate that.

And since the rest of crypto 
tends to go up and down to-
gether, investors can protect 
themselves better in a falling 
market by moving money into 
stablecoins than, say, selling 
their ether for bitcoin.

A substantial proportion of 
buying and selling of crypto is 
done using stablecoins. They are 
particularly useful for trading on 
exchanges like Uniswap where 
there is no single company in 
control and no option to use 
fiat currencies. The total dollar 
value of stablecoins has shot up 
from the low USD 20 billions 
a year ago to USD 139 billion 
today. In one sense this is a sign 
that the cryptocurrency market 
is maturing, but it also has regu-
lators worried about the risks 
that stablecoins could pose to 
the financial system. So what’s 
the problem and what can be 
done about it? Initially intro-
duced in the mid-2010s, stable-
coins are centralised operations 

in other words, someone is in 
control of them. Tether is ulti-
mately controlled by the owners 
of the crypto exchange Bitfinex, 
which is based in the British 
Virgin Islands. USDC is owned 
by an American consortium 
consisting of payments provider 
Circle, bitcoin miner Bitmain 
and crypto exchange Coinbase. 
Binance USD is owned by Bi-
nance, another crypto exchange, 
which is headquartered in the 
Cayman Islands.

There is a philosophical con-
tradiction between the decen-
tralised ideal of cryptocurren-
cies and the fact that such an 
important part of the market 
is centralised. But also, there 
are serious questions about 
whether these organisations 
hold enough financial reserves 
to be able to maintain the 1:1 
fiat ratios of their stablecoins 
in the event of a crisis.

These 1:1 ratios are not auto-
matic. They depend on stable-

coin providers having reserves 
of financial assets equivalent to 
the value of their stablecoins in 
circulation, which adjust with 
supply and demand from in-
vestors. The providers promise 
they have reserves worth 100 
per cent of the value of their 
stablecoins, but that’s not quite 
accurate as can be seen in the 
charts below. Tether holds 75 
per cent of its reserves in cash 
and equivalents as of March 
2021. USDC has 61 per cent as 
at May 2021, so both are some 
way short of 100 per cent. A 
large part of the assets of both 
operations are based on com-
mercial paper, which is a form 
of short-term company debt. 
This is not cash equivalent 
and poses a solvency risk in 
the event of a sudden collapse 
in the value of these assets.

So what could derail the 
machine? Currently there is 
almost unlimited money in 
circulation, interest rates are 
still at record lows and with 
the US government having 
just voted to accept another 
economic stimulus package 
worth USD 1.2 trillion, the 
supply of money is not likely 
to be reduced significantly any 
time soon. The only element 
that could challenge this abun-
dance of money is inflation.

There are several possible 
inflation scenarios, but the 
market currently still considers 
the goldilocks scenario to be 

the most likely, with inflation 
and growth rising together at 
high but manageable levels. In 
this case, central banks can let 
inflation run at 3 per cent-4 
per cent levels.

But if the economy over-
heats, it could lead to an explo-
sive situation of high inflation 
and economic recession.

Lots of money would be 
moved out of risky assets and 
bonds into safer havens like 
the US dollar. The value of 
those riskier assets, including 
commercial paper, would fall 
off a cliff. This would seri-
ously damage the value of the 
reserves of stablecoin provid-
ers. Many investors with their 
money in stablecoins might 
panic and try and convert 
their money into, say, US 
dollars, and the stablecoin 
providers might be unable 
to give everyone their money 
back at a 1:1 ratio. This could 
drag down the crypto market 
and potentially the financial 
system as a whole. PTI

T
he Saturday ambush in Manipur killing the commanding 
officer, his wife and five year old son along with three 
other soldiers has come as a great shock to the nation. 
The incident is brutal and barbaric. The terrorists of 
the People’s Liberation Army and the Manipur Naga 

People’s Front claimed the responsibility for the attack. Realising 
the public outrage and backlash over the killing, particularly that 
of the CO’s wife and child, the militants claimed that they did not 
know that the Commanding Officer was travelling along with his 
wife and child, saying the security forces should not bring families 
to an area declared disturbed by the government. The incident has 
not only shaken the whole nation, for the macabre brutality with a 
young kid, as young as five years, being killed just because he hap-
pened to be the son of the CO. 

The area is believed to be heavily infested by the insurgents 
who are getting support from China and Myanmar governments. 
This adds to the concern of the security forces particularly in the 
backdrop of increased aggression shown by the Chinese army 
along the North-Eastern border with some reports even claim-
ing that the Chinese have built up a village close to the border. 
Interestingly the insurgent group shares the same name as that of 
the Chinese military, which is also named as People’s Liberation 
Army. While the incident has not gone unnoticed and it will be 
duly avenged and the reprisals should be more severe, it should 
also lead to serious rethink about how to deal with the insurgent 
problem in the North-East.

The aim of the enemies is apparent; to keep our security forces 
and the army engaged in all theatres. There has been spurt in 
violence in Kashmir with targeted civilian killings. There have 
been repeated attempts at infiltration in the Poonch sector where 
six of our soldiers were killed by the terrorists in the thick forests. 
With a hostile country like Pakistan on the north-west and China 
in the north-east, our defence forces will need to maintain ad-
ditional vigil and alert. It may not be an exaggeration that the 
incidents and attacks in Jammu and Kashmir and in the North 
East might well be well coordinated between the Chinese and 
Pakistani armies. After all their purpose is getting solved by 
inflicting damage on our defence forces. 

But they must know that our defence forces are well equipped 
and well prepared to meet and beat any challenge, whether it be in 
Galwan, where Chinese were inflicted with heavy damage which 
they admitted after a year, or Balakote where our troops smashed 
off all the terror camps.  Right now, the heart of every countryman 
goes to the family of Col Viplav Tripathi who laid supreme sacrifice 
along with his wife and five year old son and three soldiers. Salute 
to their supreme sacrifice.

SPIRITUAL WORLD

STABLECOINS

  

H
aryana has followed Delhi in ordering the closure of 
schools in the four districts of Gurugram, Faridabad, 
Sonepat, and Jhajjar that are close to the national 
capital till Wednesday. In view of toxic smog and 
bad air quality in Delhi for over a week now, all 

government and private schools have been ordered to remain shut 
in the adjoining districts of the National Capital Territory (NCT) 
of Delhi. This order comes just a day after the Delhi government 
announced similar measures. Construction activities, stubble 
burning, and burning of trash by municipal bodies have also been 
banned in  the four districts of Haryana.

The Haryana Disaster Management Authority has further 
ordered to stop manual sweeping and start water sprinkling to 
control dust on roads. Like the recent order in Delhi, all govern-
ment and private offices have been advised to work from home. 
The disaster management authority aims to reduce the number 
of vehicles on roads by 30 per cent. Delhi schools will shift to on-
line classes starting Monday, all construction activity will be shut 
down, and government offices will work from home, Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said on Saturday.

 Kejriwal’s four-step pollution control plan, which includes 
planning for a city-wide lockdown, had come hours after an angry 
Supreme Court demanded the government at the Centre and in 
Delhi to prioritise an emergency response over long-term efforts to 
tackle the problem.  Authorities in Delhi have closed the  schools 
for a week. The Indian capital’s pollution control body warned of 
a looming health emergency due to smog.

Delhi is ranked one of the world’s most-polluted cities, with a 
hazardous mix of factory and vehicle emissions and smoke from 
agricultural fires turning its air a toxic grey every winter.

On Saturday, levels of PM 2.5 particles – the smallest and most 
harmful, which can enter the bloodstream – topped 300 on the air 
quality index. That is 20 times the maximum daily limit recommended 
by the World Health Organization.  Government offices have been 
asked to operate from home and private businesses advised to stick to 
work-from-home options as much as possible. Hospitals are reporting 
a sharp rise in patients complaining of breathing difficulties. Earlier 
the supreme court had suggested imposing a pollution lockdown on 
Delhi to help with the air quality crisis. Delhi’s government has been 
vowing for years to clean up the city’s air. The burning of agricultural 
waste in neighbouring states – a major contributor to the city’s pollu-
tion levels every winter – has continued despite a supreme court ban. 
Tens of thousands of farmers around the capital burn their stubble 
– or crop residue – at the start of every winter, clearing fields from 
recently harvested paddies to make way for wheat.

The number of farm fires this season has been the highest in 
the past four years, according to government data. The Delhi 
government has lso opened its first “smog tower” containing 40 
giant fans that pump 1,000m3 of air a second through filters. The 
$2m installation halves the amount of harmful particulates in the 
air but only within a radius of one square kilometre (0.4 square 
miles), according to engineers.

Toxic smog

DISCLAIMER: The opinions ex-
pressed in the articles published 
in these columns are the personal 
opinions of the authors. The facts 
and opinions appearing in the 
articles do not reflect the views 
of Bright Punjab Express and 
Bright Punjab Express does not 
assume any responsibility or 
liability for the same.

Glasgow pact sees progress, but not 
bold enough to keep 1.5C alive

VISHAL GULATI

T
he 26th meeting of the Con-
ference of Parties (COP26) 
to the UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) is over and the 

gap to 1.5 degrees Celsius has narrowed 
with the adoption of Glasgow Climate 
Pact by 197 countries. It has also put in 
place processes for the gap to continue 
to narrow, and narrow faster in future, 
say climate experts and civil society 
groups. At the same time, the EU and 
the US have failed to deliver the prom-
ised $100 bn or nail down to $600 bn 
in climate finance between 2021 and 
2025. After two weeks of negotiations, 
delegates reached consensus by finalis-
ing the rules of carbon trading aiming 
for a win-win situation for India. Now 
India will be able to sell more than a 
million carbon credits from previous 
years. India announced a last-minute 
change, replacing “phasing out coal” 
with acephasing down coal”.

But the developed countries have 
slipped back to a commitment of $100 
bn a year, now in place since 2009 and 
as yet undelivered, but remains urgent 
and central to ambitious climate action, 
they pointed out.

The EU and the US blocked the es-
tablishment of even a modest fund to 
help vulnerable communities around the 
world with the massive loss and damage 
they are experiencing at the hands of 
the climate crisis. As with Covid, those 
with the least resources have been left 
to fend for themselves. The first ever 
mention of coal phase down phaseout 
in an international climate agreement 
is an important indication of the energy 
transformation underway. India, with 
its renewable energy expansion is well 
placed to deliver on the scale of change 
needed.

Despite the watering down from 
“phase-out” to “phase down” on coal, 
the cause of the climate crisis has for 
the first time since the Kyoto Protocol 
been called out by the 197 signatories 
of the Paris Agreement. The closure of 
the Paris rules on carbon markets is a 
move forward, but loopholes still need 
to be addressed, negotiators told IANS.

Why this COP was pivotal. It was 
about keeping 1.5 degrees alive. It has, 
to an extent, reflected the findings of a 
special report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) on 
the impacts of global warming and 
International Energy Agency (IEA) net 
zero report, mandating an acceleration 
in action and new plans by 2022 in the 

context of the voluntary, non-binding 
UN regime. All major emitters will be 
compelled to return in 12 months and 
explain at the UN how their economy-
wide policies and plans are aligned to 
the Paris temperature goals.

While the unprecedented fossil fuels 
phase out pledge was weakened by a last 
minute deal between China (the world’s 
largest fossil fuel consumer), the US (the 
world’s largest fossil-fuel producer), the 
EU and India, it is still there.

The change in language was con-
demned by small island states, Swit-
zerland, Mexico and -- ironically -- the 
EU, which decided to support the shift 
despite slamming it as a “bad economic 
choice”.

But despite progress on future emis-
sions reductions, COP26 failed those 
most impacted by the climate crisis now. 
The EU and the US refused to create a 
fund that the poorest countries could 
draw on for crisis response -- outraging 
small islands and many climate vulner-
able nations.

As with the COVID pandemic, global 
solidarity to save lives has not been on 
display in Glasgow.

The test of COP26 will be delivery: 
the next 18 months are crucial in deter-
mining whether countries take action 
aligned to 1.5C -- that means cutting 
emissions by 45 per cent by 2030.

Where progress was made in the 
COP26?

Closing the Paris rulebook means that 
by 2024 all countries will have to report 
detailed data on emissions forming the 
baseline from which future reductions 
can be assessed.

Agreement on new carbon market 
rules closes down some of the outrageous 
loopholes that had been considered and 
creates a structured trading regime 
between countries, but language isna¿t 

clear enough to stop companies gaming 
the system.

Agreement on 2025 as the date by 
when developed countries need to 
double their collective funds for ad-
aptation, based on 2019 pledges. This 
won’t provide the necessary billions for 
adaptation finance that poorer countries 
need, but is a major improvement on 
the state of climate finance: only about 
a quarter of climate finance currently 
goes to adaptation, with the majority 
still being on mitigation.

Sector specific agreements on forests, 
coal, cars, methane and a $24bn agree-
ment to stop overseas fossil fuel finance 
have the potential to make significant 
inroads into cutting emissions, but will 
require translation from national gov-
ernments into policies and plans that 
have to be presented to COP in Egypt 
next year.

The banks and investors announce-
ments in week one were large in num-
bers but devoid of substance.

But the major banks have now com-
mitted to align their money to net zero 
in the 2020s and will face scrutiny on 
how they deliver on their green claims 
and shed fossil-fuel and other high-
carbon assets.

Despite COVID and high costs 
preventing the participation of many 
civil society and activist groups, the 
COP still saw diverse groups come 
together at the venue all echoing a 
strong wave of support for climate 
action.

On November 6, over 100,000 peo-
ple took to the streets in Glasgow, in 
one of the biggest demonstrations the 
city has ever seen, with indigenous 
groups, frontline health professionals, 
youth, trade unions, farm workers, 
and racial justice groups joining on 
the day. IANS

But despite 
progress on 

future emissions 
reductions, COP26 

failed those most 
impacted by the 

climate crisis now. 
The EU and the US 

refused to create 
a fund that the 

poorest countries 
could draw on for 

crisis response 
-- outraging small 
islands and many 

climate vulnerable 
nations
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Bhajans to be played 
at UP cow shelter

HAMIRPUR (UP): Cows at 
the Kanha Gaushraya Sthal 
in Hamirpur district of Ut-
tar Pradesh will now get to 
hear bhajans on loudspeak-
ers at a low volume every 
day.District Magistrate 
Chandra Bhushan Tripa-
thi has asked the officials 
of the Nagar Panchayat 
to play melodious hymns 
of Lord Krishna to the 
cows in the morning and 
evening in low volume so 
that they can experience a 
sense of wellbeing and hap-
piness.It is believed that 
if music is played at cow 
shelters, the cows respond 
favourably to music.The 
District Magistrate and 
SP Kamlesh Dixit, who 
reached Kanha cow shelter 
last week, performed cow 
worship and gave saffron-
coloured shawls to cows to 
avoid winter. IANS

One held with elephant 
tusk in Odisha
BHUBANESWAR: The 
Special Task Force (STF) 
of the Odisha Police have 
arrested a wildlife crimi-
nal and seized one el-
ephant tusk from his pos-
session, an official said 
on Sunday.Acting on a 
tip up, a team of the STF 
conducted a raid with 
the help of forest offi-
cials near Kendubhatta 
of Baragarh district and 
seized the elephant tusk 
from Ramesh Pradhan 
of Bolangir district.As 
the accused person could 
not produce any valid 
authority in support of 
possession of the tusk, 
the police arrested him 
and later handed over 
to Baragarh forest offi-
cials for necessary legal 
action at their end, the 
STF said. IANS

NEWSBRIEFS Service to people is real  
religion: Venkaiah Naidu

NELLORE (AP), NOVEMBER 14

Vice President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu on Sunday said that 
service to people is the real 
religion.He said that the es-
sence of religion is to serve 
and that going to a temple 
and to serve the needy is 
equally important.While 
visiting a temple gives ‘pun-
ya’, serving the people gives 
immense satisfaction, he 
said in his address at the 
20th annual celebration 
of Swarna Bharat Trust 
founded by him, at Ven-
katachalam in his native 

district Nellore. Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
also attended the event.Nai-
du said he invited central 
ministers and other lead-
ers so that they can see the 
activities of the Trust and 
motivate others to take up 
similar works.

The Vice President said in 
spite of his being in various 
positions at various levels, 
he always attended Swarna 
Bharat Trust programmes.
He underlined the need to 
reduce the divide between 
rural and urban areas and 
called for focussing on ag-

riculture and farmers. “Not 
only the government, people 
should also focus on agricul-
ture. We all owe agriculture 
and farmers,” he said.

Naidu described youth 
as the future of the coun-
try and said giving them 
skill training and helping 
them secure loans for self-
employment and making 
them stand on their feet 
gives immense happiness.
Stating that women are 50 
per cent of the population, 
he said more needs to be 
done for their empower-
ment. He also called for put-
ting an end to atrocities on 
women and for ensuring 
equal share in property.
Naidu, who is also the Rajya 
Sabha Chairman, described 
passing of the Bill to repeal 
Article 370 as a historic mo-
ment in his life. “Repeal of 
Article 370 was my life 
ambition and mission. We 
always believe Kashmir is 
an integral part of India and 
there should be no question 
mark over it. IANS

Nadda on 2-day U’khand visit 
to review poll preparations
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) chief J.P. Nadda will 
be on a two-day visit to Uttarakhand from Monday 
to review the party’s preparations for the Assembly 
elections scheduled to be held next year.

It is learnt that during his visit, the BJP chief will 
be holding several organisational meetings to take 
stock of the situation on the ground.Uttarakhand 
Assembly poll is scheduled in February-March next 
year along with Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Goa and 
Manipur.In a statement, BJP’s media in-charge and 

Rajya Sabha member, Anil 
Baluni, said: “Nadda will 
be in Uttarakhand on a 
two-day visit from Mon-
day (November 15) where 
he will participate in the 
‘Saheed Samman Yatra’ 
and will hold several or-
ganisational meetings.”
Nadda is expected to arrive 
in Dehradun around 9.50 
a.m. on Monday.

He will participate in 
‘Saheed Samman Yatra’ in Chamoli district and 
also address a public meeting.He will also attend 
organisational meetings.On Tuesday, Nadda will 
meet Subhash Chhabra, who was imprisoned 
for 18 months under MISA during emergency, 
in Rudrapur.Later on, he will interact with the 
Bengali community and chair organizational 
meeting. IANS

India logs 11,271 new COVID cases,  
active cases lowest in 522 days
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Even as India reported 
11,271 fresh Covid cases 
in the last 24 hours, the 
active caseload stood at 
its lowest in the last 522 
days, said the Ministry of 
Health and Family Wel-
fare on Sunday morning.
The active caseload was 
1,35,918, which consti-
tuted 0.39 per cent of the 
country’s total positive 
cases, the lowest since 

March 2020.In the past 
24 hours, a total of 285 
deaths were registered 

taking India’s death toll 
to 4,63,530.The recov-
ery of 11,376 patients in 
the last 24 hours has in-
creased the cumulative 
tally to 3,38,37,859. Con-
sequently, India’s recovery 
rate stands at 98.26 per 
cent, highest since March 
2020.

Also in the same 24 
hour-period, a total of 
12,55,904 tests were con-
ducted across the country. 
India has so far conducted 

over 62.37 crore cumula-
tive tests.Meanwhile, the 
weekly positivity rate at 
1.01 per cent has remained 
less than 2 per cent for 
the last 51 days now.The 
daily positivity rate stands 
at 0.90 per cent, which 
has also remained below 
2 per cent for the last 41 
days and less than 3 per 
cent for 76 consecutive 
days now.With the ad-
ministration of 57,43,840 
vaccine doses in the last 
24 hours, India’s Covid 
inoculation coverage has 
reached 112.01 crore as 
of Saturday morning.
This has been achieved 
through 1,14,65,001 ses-
sions. IANS

Gadchiroli: Ultras rained bullets on C-60 commandos 
and jawans ignoring surrender appeal, say police
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 14

As many as 100 Naxals 
fired indiscriminately at 
C-60 commandos and 
jawans of the Special Ac-
tion Team (SAT) from their 
sophisticated weapons in 
the Mardintola forest in 
Gadchiroli district of Ma-
harashtra disregarding the 
appeal to surrender on Sat-
urday morning, a police 
officer said on Sunday.
When the fierce encounter 
ended around 3:30 PM on 
Saturday after almost 10 
hours, senior cadre Milind 

Teltumbade and 25 ultras 
had been killed.Police said 
the ultras had gathered in 
large numbers in the forest 

to plan “subversive” activi-
ties against security per-
sonnel ahead of the Naxal  
week. PTI

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Meena Thakur coughs non-
stop as she sits down on the 
floor to have lunch near the 
entrance of All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
in Delhi.With a stuffy nose 
and watery eyes troubling 
her, she wraps it up quickly 
and covers her face with 
her scarf to keep the dust 
away - hazardous air qual-
ity has pushed the national 
capital on the cusp of a health 
emergency and an increased 
number of people have been 
seeking medical help.

“My father-in-law is in the 
hospital. I came from Jalaun 
(in Uttar Pradesh) to see him 
on Thursday. I was okay at 
home, but developed a cold 
and cough after coming to 
Delhi. There’s smoke all 
around. I will leave as soon 
as he is discharged,” she says.
Across the road, Pawan Ya-
dav, a sanitation worker at 
Safdarjung Hospital, coughs 
up phlegm every few seconds.

Yadav, who came to Delhi 
from Etah in Uttar Pradesh 
four years ago, says he would 
leave the city within a day if 
someone gives him an equal-
paying job in his town.“Jo 
nuksaan hona tha ho gya. 
Aur bhi dikkatein hain jeevan 
me (the damage has been 
done. There are other bigger 
problems in my life),” he says 
and spits again, when asked 
if hazardous air pollution is 
a cause for concern for him.
Throat-burning smog has 
been smothering Delhi since 
November 4.

According to an analy-
sis by the Delhi Pollution 
Control Committee (DPCC), 
people in the national capital 
breathe the worst air between 
November 1 and November 
15 every year, as unhelp-
ful meteorological condi-
tions trap pollutants com-
ing from local sources and 
stubble burning in neigh-
bouring states  Punjab and  
Haryana. PTI

DELHI/NCR

New delhi, November 14

Bandana Cultural 
School, Sydney in its 
relentless journey 
towards developing a 
good society, contrib-
utes its efforts towards 
achieving the  
United Nation’s Sus-
tainable Development 
Goals and focuses on 
Reducing Inequalities 
for an inclusive soci-

ety and partnerships 
for the goals of Qual-
ity Education, Gender 
Equality and No Pov-
erty across Asia Pacific.

Bandana Cultural 
School Partners join 
hands in this mission 
are: India Club-Sydney, 
Beti Foundation- New 
Delhi, Kautilya Govern-
ment Sarvodaya Bal 
Vidyalaya-New Delhi, 
Association of Asia 

Pacific Union, Manage-
ment Alumni Faculty of 
Management Studies, 
University of Delhi as 
Knowledge Partners, 
and Apna Friends 
Channel as media 
partner. 

Donation have been 
done on the children’s 
day ocass of stationary 
items to these children’s 
on behalf of the associ-
ated organization.

Developing a good society

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

The national capital re-
ported 36 new cases of 
COVID-19 and one death 
in a day while the positivity 
rate stood at 0.07 per cent, 
according to data shared 
by the health department 
here on Sunday.

The capital has recorded 
three deaths due to the 
infection in November so 
far. Four people had suc-
cumbed to viral disease in 
October and five in Sep-
tember.With the new cases, 

the coronavirus infection 
tally in the city climbed to 
14,40,424. Of this, over 
14.14 lakh patients have 
recovered from the disease.

The death toll stands at 
25,094.

According to the health 
bulletin, authorities con-
ducted 54,161 tests, includ-

ing 44,843 RT-PCR ones, 
the previous day.There are 
349 active Covid cases in 
Delhi, of which 158 are in 
home isolation. The num-
ber of containment zones 
stands at 125.Delhi report-
ed 56 cases of COVID-19 
on Saturday, and 62 cases 
and two deaths on Friday.
In April and May, Delhi 
battled a brutal second 
wave of the pandemic that 
claimed a massive number 
of lives and led to a short-
age of oxygen and essential 
drugs at hospitals. PTI

COVID-19: Delhi records 36 new cases, 1 death

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Delhi Environment Minister 
Gopal Rai on Sunday said his 
department has issued a no-
tification for effective imple-
mentation of the emergency 
measures announced by the 
city government to tackle air 
pollution.

He also said the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) government will 
submit a proposal on clamping 
a lockdown in view of the rising 
air pollution in the national 
capital and its modalities to the 
Supreme Court on Monday.
Rai said all schools, libraries 
and institutions will remain 
shut till November 20, except 
those where exams are being 
conducted. Construction and 
demolition activities will be 
banned till November 17.“In 
the order issued on late Satur-
day night by the department, 

we have clarified that those 
schools or educational institu-
tions where exams are already 
being conducted will remain 
open. All other educational 
institutions will be closed till 
November 20,” the minister 
told reporters at a press confer-
ence.The notification issued by 
the environment secretary of 
the Delhi government said all 
construction activities will be 
closed in the city till November 
17 with immediate effect.It said 
all offices of the Delhi gov-
ernment, autonomous bodies 
and corporations will remain 
closed till November 17, except 
those involved in emergency 
services such as health and 
family welfare, medical estab-
lishments, police, the environ-
ment department, the public 
works department and the 
fire department, among  
others. PTI

Notification issued for effective 
implementation of emergency 
measures to tackle air pollution: Rai

Doctors say severe respiratory 
cases on rise in Delhi amid 
hazardous pollution levels

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Opposition parties the TMC 
and the CPI(M) on Sunday 
targeted the central govern-
ment over extending the 
tenure of the CBI and the 
ED directors, asking why 
it could not wait for Parlia-
ment to be in session.The 
tenures of directors of the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) and the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) can 
now be up to a maximum of 
five years from the present 
two years, according to two 
ordinances brought in by 
the government on Sunday.
The Parliament session be-
gins on November 29.

“To avoid its scrutiny, 
Centre on Sunday promul-
gates ordinances to extend 
the tenure of Directors of 
CBI and ED. This desper-
ate hurry smacks of some-
thing fishy,” CPI(M) general 
secretary Sitaram Yechury 
said in a tweet.The direc-
tors of the CBI and the ED 
enjoy a fixed tenure of two 
years from the date of their 
appointment in the wake 
of the directives of the Su-

preme Court in the famous 
Vineet Narain case.

TMC Rajya Sabha MP 
Derek O’Brien said the 
ordnances were brought 
to “mock” Parliament.“How 
Modi-Shah’s BJP mock 
#Parliament and shame-
lessly use Ordinances. Same 
stunt repeated today to 
keep their pet parrots in 
ED and CBI,” he said in a 
tweet, also posting a chart 
of previous such ordinances 
brought in by the govern-
ment ostensibly to bypass  
Parliament.  PTI

TMC, CPI(M) target Centre over 
extending tenure of CBI, ED directors

‘To avoid its 
scrutiny, Centre 

on Sunday 
promulgates 
ordinances to 

extend the tenure 
of Directors of 
CBI and ED. 

This desperate 
hurry smacks of 
something fishy’

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

A first-of-its-kind “vir-
tual” mega book fair 
was organised for gov-
ernment schools across 
the national capital on 
Sunday.

The book fair, inau-
gurated by Delhi Edu-
cation Minister Man-
ish Sisodia via a video 
conference, enables the 
government schools in 
the city to select books 
for their libraries online. 
As many as 8,000 books 
and titles from a panel 
of over 220 publishers 
will be showcased in the 
book fair till December 
1.“It is for the first time 
in the country that all 
the schools of a state are 
participating in such a 
virtual book fair togeth-
er. Books play a big role 
in the all round develop-
ment of children. PTI

‘Virtual’ book 
fair held for govt 
schools in Delhi

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

The discoms in the city esti-
mate that putting the entire 
high tension overhead power 
network in the city under-
ground will cost Rs 2,400 
crore or three times more 
than the cost of insulating it, 
discom sources said.

The majority of high tension 
wire in the city is already un-
derground or insulated, they 
added.Delhi is a very old city, 
much of it is unplanned. De-

spite this, a large part of the 
critical electricity network is 
insulated or underground. In 
fact, areas which are planned 
with a high density of popula-

tion have a higher percent-
age of underground network, 
the sources said.On the other 
hand, rural and semi-rural ar-
eas, with vast open spaces have 

a higher degree of overhead 
network. Moreover, usually 
the old networks are overhead, 
and all the new upcoming 
networks are underground, 
LT voltage level in general is 
an exception, they said.The 
Delhi Cabinet in a meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal earlier this 
month approved a policy to 
convert bare electricity lines 
into insulated conductors for 
protection to life and prop-
erty. PTI

Putting Delhi’s high tension overhead cables 
underground may cost 3 times more than insulating

MP Marry Com and Head of Chancery Nigeria High Commissioner at Gymkhana Club Delhi
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Kashmir reels under 
sub-zero temperature
SRINAGAR: Kashmir 
reeled under sub-zero 
night temperature as 
the mercury went below 
the freezing point in 
Srinagar for the first 
time this season, setting-
in the wintry conditions 
in the valley, officials 
said on Sunday.Several 
areas in Kashmir were 
engulfed by a layer of fog 
on Sunday morning as 
the mercury went below 
the freezing point across 
the valley, they said.
It is for the first time 
this season that all the 
weather stations in the 
Kashmir Valley recorded 
the sub-zero night tem-
perature, the officials 
said.Srinagar recorded a 
low of minus 0.9 degrees 
Celsius last night down 
from 0.1 degrees Celsius 
the previous night.The 
city recorded its coldest 
night this season, the of-
ficials said, adding that 
it was also for the first 
time this season that the 
mercury slipped below 
the freezing point in the 
city. PTI

Soldier shoots 
self dead in J&K’s 
Rajouri

JAMMU: An Army 
jawan allegedly ended 
his life by shooting 
himself with his ser-
vice rifle inside a camp 
in Rajouri district of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
on Sunday, officials 
said.Naik Deepak 
Singh was on sentry 
duty at Palma camp, 
about eight kilometers 
from Rajouri town, 
when his colleagues 
heard a gunshot from 
his post, they said.
The officials said the 
soldiers found Singh 
with a bullet injury 
and rushed him to 
a hospital where he 
was declared brought 
dead.Police have start-
ed inquest proceedings 
to ascertain the cause 
of his death, they said, 
adding preliminary 
investigations sug-
gested that the soldier 
apparently died by 
suicide but the motive 
behind his taking the 
extreme step was not 
known yet.  PTI

Ladakh records two 
new COVID deaths, 
13 fresh cases

LEH: Two people 
died of coronavirus 
in Ladakh, while 13 
fresh cases pushed the 
overall virus tally in 
the Union Territory to 
21,148, officials said 
on Sunday.In view 
of the recent spike 
in the cases, the Leh 
district administration 
ordered closure of all 
government and pri-
vate schools from No-
vember 15 but said the 
board examinations 
for classes 10, 11 and 
12 would be conducted 
as per schedule.The 
officials said both the 
patients died of coro-
navirus in Leh district 
on Saturday, taking 
the overall death toll 
in Ladakh to 211 - 153 
in Leh and 58 in Kar-
gil.Of the new cases, 
12 people tested posi-
tive in Leh and one in 
Kargil, they said, add-
ing that nine people 
were discharged after 
successful treatment 
for COVID-19 in Leh, 
thereby taking the 
number of recoveries 
in Ladakh to 
 20,783. PTI

Health department recommends 3 
containment zones in Gurugram

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 14

A man and his three-year-old 
daughter died on Sunday and 
his wife was critically injured 
when a truck rammed several 
vehicles on the Jammu-Sri-
nagar national highway, po-
lice said.The Kashmir-bound 
truck hit four cars coming 
from the opposite side near 
Magerkote in Ramban dis-
trict, they said.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Jatinder Singh (33) of 
Tral and his minor daughter 
Navdeep Kaur, a police offi-
cial said. Singh’s wife Rimple 
Kaur (30) was hospitalised 
with critical injuries, he said.
Seven more people escaped 
with minor injuries, the offi-
cial said, adding that the driv-
er of the truck abandoned his 

vehicle and fled the scene.A 
case was registered and ef-
forts are on to arrest him, he 
said.The official said prelimi-
nary investigations suggested 
break failure caused the truck 
driver to lose control over the 
vehicle.Meanwhile, the of-
ficials said 35-year-old Uttar 
Pradesh resident Ashu, who 
was among 12 people injured 
in a separate road accident on 
the highway on Saturday, suc-
cumbed to injuries at a hospi-
tal, taking the death toll in the 
incident to three.Gulzar Irfan 
and Sameer Tahir, both resi-
dents of Uttar Pradesh, died 
and 12 people were injured 
when a passenger vehicle 
skidded off the road and fell 
into a 600-foot-deep gorge 
near Digdole in Ramban  
district.  PTI

GURUGRAM, NOVEMBER 14

In an effort to curb the fur-
ther spread of Covid-19 
in Gurugram, the district 
Health Department has 
decided to include three 
areas in the containment 
zone.The three zones are 
South Close of Nirvana 
Country, Chandra Apart-
ment Sector-55 and Ridge-
wood Estate.

The Health Depart-
ment has given the recom-
mendation to the Deputy 
Commissioner Gurugram.
At present, there is no 
containment zone in the 
district.According to of-
ficials, three people each 
from two families living in 

the South Close of Nirvana 
country have been found to 
be infected with Covid-19.
Similarly, three members 
of a family each living in 
Chandra Apartment and 
Ridgewood Estate have 
also contracted the virus.
According to the officials, 
the present Covid situa-
tion in the district is un-
der control and for this, it 
is planned to include the 
three areas in the con-

tainment zones.After the 
creation of the contain-
ment zones, all those ar-
rangements will be made 
to prevent the spread of the 
virus as per the guidelines.
The fficials said that all 
the infected members of 
these families are currently 
healthy and tracing of the 
people who came in contact 
with them has also been 
done.

Meanwhile, during the 
last 13 days of November, 
the health department 
has identified 109 Covid 
patients.Till October 31, 
where only 52 active coro-
na patients were left in the 
district, now the number 
has increased to 70. IANS

Man, daughter dead as truck rams into 
cars on Jammu-Srinagar highway

CHANDIGARH,  NOVEMBER 14

Haryana Vidhan Sabha 
Speaker Gian Chand Gup-
ta today expressed concern 
at the way social media has 
been spreading disinfor-
mation in the society and 
had been causing nega-
tive effects. Addressing 
the valedictory function 
of the two-day national 
executive meeting of the 
NUJ here,  the Speaker 
categorically held the so-
cial media responsible for 
hitting the credibility of 
the media as such.

He said while the print 
and electronic media en-
joyed considerable cred-
ibility,  such was not the 
case of social media. “ In 
the absence of any law 
or regulations the social 
media has been spreading 

negativity in the society, 
“ he said while suggest-
ing that the government 
should take steps to check 
it. 

He said the role of 
print media becomes 
more responsible in such 
times to play a construc-
tive and positive role in 
the society. The Speaker 
also stressed the need for 
guarding the freedom of 
the Press so that it could 
contribute to nation  
building.  BPE

Social media needs to be regulated:  
Haryana Vidha Sabha Speaker

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 14

Apni Party president Al-
taf Bukhari’s father Syed 
Mohammad Iqbal Bukhari 
passed away here on Sun-
day, family sources said. 
He was 89.Bukhari, the 
chairman of FIL Indus-
tries, passed away after 
a brief spell of illness at 
SKIMS hospital, Soura, 
they said.Bukhari’s funeral 
prayers will be held at La-
doora in Rafiabad area of 
north Kashmir’s Baram-
ulla Sunday evening.

Bukhari, a prominent 
businessman, was believed 
to have been close to PDP 
founder and former chief 
minister of the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kash-
mir, Mufti Mohammad 

Sayeed. He played an im-
portant role in bringing 
down the Farooq Abdul-
lah-led National Confer-
ence (NC) government in 
1984.His son Altaf Bukhari 
entered into the political 
fray by joining the PDP 
and was elected as an MLA 
from Amira Kadal in 2014. 

He became a minister in 
the PDP-BJP government. 
He then floated Apni Party 
last year.

Meanwhile, Jammu 
and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
expressed condolences 
over Bukhari’s demise.
My deepest condolences 
to Shri Syed Mohammad 
Altaf Bukhari Sahib on the 
sad demise of his father 
Shri Syed Mohammad 
Iqbal Bukhari. In this time 
of grief, I pray to the Al-
mighty to bestow strength 
upon the family to bear this 
irreparable loss, he said on 
Twitter.Jammu and Kash-
mir People’s Conference 
president Sajad Gani Lone 
also condoled Bukhari’s 
demise. PTI

Apni Party chief Altaf Bukhari’s father Syed 
Mohammad Iqbal Bukhari passes away

Bukhari, a 
prominent 

businessman, was 
believed to have 

been close to PDP 
founder and former 

chief minister of 
the erstwhile state 

of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Mufti 

Mohammad Sayeed

Hooda expresses concern over 
increasing cases of dengue
RAJENDRA KHATRY
Chandigarh, Novemb 14

Former Chief Minister 
and Leader of Opposition 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda 
has expressed deep concern 
over the increasing cases of 
dengue in Haryana. Hooda 
said that according to the 
reports coming out from 
different districts of the 
state, dengue is also getting 
out of control just like after 
corona earlier this year.

Dengue cases have been 
increasing significantly in 
many parts of Haryana, es-
pecially Sonepat and Hisar 
districts, raising concerns 
for public health.  As many 
as 135 cases of dengue were 
reported from Hisar, 100 
from Jhajjar and 283 from 

Sonepat, according to re-
ports.Earlier Dr Ramesh 
Punia who is in-charge 
of dengue and malaria of 
Hisar district had written 
to Haryana health minister 
Anil Vij and other senior 
officials asking them to 
reduce the prices of sin-
gle-donor platelets, which 
cannot be afforded by the 
general public.Hooda ex-

pressed concern that it is 
becoming difficult to get 
beds for patients in all 
hospitals including PGI. A 
high number of cases have 
been reported in the last 5 
years. The total number of 
cases that were reported 
in 4 years, have been re-
ported this year itself, he 
said. Apart from beds in 
hospitals, there is also a 

shortage of platelets trans-
fusion kits. In 12 districts, 
there is not even a blood 
sample machine to separate 
platelets from blood com-
ponents. The government 
has neither made special 
arrangements to eradicate 
dengue larvae nor is pay-
ing attention to fogging to 
prevent its spread. Hooda 
said this lax attitude of the 
government is proving fatal 
for the general public,

He retorted that seeing 
the attitude of the govern-
ment against dengue, it 
seems that it has not learned 
any lesson from the corona 
epidemic. Neither the num-
ber of hospitals in the state 
was increased, nor beds, 
nor doctors nor medical  
staff. 

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 14

The narcotics menace, espe-
cially heroin, is scaling new 
heights in Kashmir with ex-
perts warning that a major-
ity of the young people may 
fall prey to drug abuse and 
Jammu and Kashmir Police 
chief Dilbag Singh blam-
ing Pakistan for targeting 

youngsters by making them 
habitual to drugs.Taking a 
holistic view of the strife-
torn Kashmir valley, police 
as well as social workers 
and medical doctors are of 
the opinion that while the 
violence caused by three 
decades of terrorism has 
consumed a generation, the 
drug menace will negatively 

effect the present genera-
tion.Singh pins the blame 
on Pakistan, saying “they 
are repeating the same dirty 
game that they played in 
Punjab” -- first giving arms 
training and later spoiling 
the youth with drugs.

Asked about the obser-
vations made by experts 
that Kashmir has lost a 
generation to conflict and 
may lose the next to drug 
abuse, Singh replied, “Defi-
nitely, yes and I have no 
two opinions about it”.Talk-
ing to PTI, Singh said the 
drug menace has shown 
a considerable increase in 
the last two years and the 
narcotics are smuggled 

from Punjab and Jammu 
borders.“We had some good 
seizures too. We know that 
sale proceeds of the drugs 
are pumped into funding 
terrorism and, therefore, 
we have been extra vigilant 
about it and taking efforts 
to curb it,” he said.The 
main areas affected by the 
drug menace are Karnah in 
North Kashmir, Anantnag 
in South Kashmir and some 
areas of Jammu, the police 
chief said.Police have taken 
a leading role in setting up 
drug de-addiction centres 
in Srinagar and Jammu 
while some more are com-
ing up in North Kashmir, 
he added. PTI

As Pak pumps drugs, experts warn of 
losing a generation to narcotics in Kashmir

NUJ ( I) demands formation 
of 3rd Press Commission
CHANDIGARH,  NOVEMBER 14

The two-day national 
executive meeting of the 
NUJ (I) concluded here 
today with a call to the  
Centre for constituting 
the third Press Commis-
sion to address the new 
challenges to the media.

President of the NUJ 
Manoj Mishra said 
that in view of reckless 
growth of the social 
media new regulations 
needed to be introduced 
to restore credibility 
and authenticity of the 
media. The disinforma-
tion and misinforma-
tion spread by social 
media goes unaccount-
ed for and this has 
damaged the overall 

image of the media. He 
stressed the need to 
regulate it.The meeting 
also demanded ade-
quate compensation for 
the media persons who 
suffered in different 
forms while discharging 
their professional duty 
during the Covid times. 

Mishra said media 
persons fought like 
frontline warriors but 
they have not been com-
pensated for the health 
and family damages 
they underwent. The 
meeting also demanded 
that the working of the 
Press Council of India 
be revamped as no rules 
and norms are presently 
being followed judi-
ciously by it. BPE

Youth Congress and Sewa Dal Young members burn effigy of actress Kangna Ranaut over her controversial 
remark, in Shimla, on Sunday. PTI

Man burnt alive in 
fire at home in HP
SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 14

A man was burnt alive 
in a fire that broke out at 
his residence in Shimla 
district, a state disaster 
management official said 
on Sunday.The deceased 
has been identified as Ra-
jdev. His house, located 
at Khoptwari village in 
Chirgaon tehsil of Rohru 
sub-division, was gutted in 
fire on Saturday night, the 
official said, adding that the 
cause of fire is yet to be as-
certained.According to the 
Shimla District Emergen-
cy Operation Centre, the 
house was fully damaged 
with an estimated loss of 
Rs 10 lakh.The Shimla dis-
trict administration handed 
an immediate relief of Rs 
20,000 to Rajdev’s family 
members. PTI

BJP trampling on democracy, human 
rights in J&K: Mehbooba

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 14

Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) president Mehbooba 
Mufti on Sunday accused 
the BJP of trampling on de-
mocracy and human rights 
in Jammu and Kashmir.
The BJP-led government is 
at war with its own people 
, the former chief minister 
alleged.“The BJP govern-

ment lectures Afghanistan 
on inclusive government 
and human rights, and in 
Kashmir, people are jailed 
and booked for treason for 
demanding constitutional 
rights. Inclusiveness for the 
BJP in Kashmir changes to 
mean only people who toe 
its lines and propagate its 
agenda,” Mufti said here.
The PDP chief is on a five-

day visit to Jammu.She held 
a series of meetings with 
party workers and various 
delegations over the past 
two days at the party head-
quarters besides welcoming 
several prominent social 
activists into the party fold 
on Sunday.“The country 
and the world should take 
note of how the BJP is 
implementing majoritari-
anism in the once largest 
democracy of the world, 
how the party is lecturing 
the world on democracy, 
human rights, and human 
values, and how it is tram-
pling on democracy and 
human values in Jammu 
and Kashmir,” Mehbooba 
said.A PDP spokesperson 
said Mehbooba Mufti vis-
ited the Peer Baba shrine 
in Satwari on Saturday 
evening. PTI

SSP gives robbed 
Srinagar street 
vendor Rs 1 lakh from 
own pocket

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 14

Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Srinagar, Sandeep 
Chaudhary on Sunday gave 
Rs 1 lakh from his personal 
savings to a 90-year-old 
street vendor who was 
robbed of all his life savings.
The gesture by the SSP to 
help Abdul Rehman, who 
sells ‘channa’ on the road-
side in Bohri Kadal area 
of old Srinagar, is being 
appreciated by many and 
social media is agog with 
praise for the officer.

Abdul Rehman was 
thrashed by some robbers 
on Saturday and they de-
camped with Rs 1 lakh, his 
entire savings, which he 
had intended for his last 
rites. IANS
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Queensland set to hit 
70 pc vax milestone
BRISBANE: The Austra-
lian state of Queensland is 
set to reach its first major, 
70 per cent, vaccination 
milestone for the over-16 
population on Monday, 
almost a week earlier 
than previously expect-
ed.Queensland’s Health 
Minister Yvette D’Ath an-
nounced the state’s double 
vaccination rate at 69.94 
on Sunday, adding that it 
is guaranteed to hit the 
70 per cent milestone on 
Monday, reports Xinhua 
news agency.“This 70 per 
cent target is just the start, 
we are absolutely on our 
way to not just meet our 
80 per cent target, but 
getting to that 90 per cent 
target,” said D’Ath. IANS

Morocco tightens border 
control
RABAT:  Morocco an-
nounced its decision to 
strengthen the control 
measures for access to 
its territory, as part of ef-
forts to curb the Covid-19 
pandemic.A mandatory 
health pass and negative 
PCR test will be required 
for international travel-
lers, as well as a double-
check by thermal cameras, 
and antigen tests will be 
conducted upon arrival 
in Morocco, Xinhua 
news agency quoted an 
official statement as say-
ing.The statement added 
that any passenger who 
tested positive on arrival 
in Morocco must return 
immediately to the coun-
try of origin at the expense 
of the airline or shipping  
company. IANS

7 injured as blast hits 
police vehicle in Pak
ISLAMABAD: At least sev-
en people, including two 
policemen, were injured in 
a blast in Pakistan’s Quetta 
city, police said.A police 
van was passing by when 
the explosion occurred 
in the Nawa Killi area 
of Quetta, the capital of 
the Balochistan province, 
an official told Xinhua 
news agency.The bomb 
weighing around 4-5 kg 
was fixed on a motorcycle 
parked on the road and 
was detonated by remote 
control device by the mis-
creants, he said.Following 
the blast, security forces 
and rescue teams rushed 
to the site and shifted 
the injured to a nearby 
hospital.Security forces 
condoned off the area and 
started a search operation.
 IANS

Shootings across US 
continue to rise
WASHINGTON: People 
in the US are living with 
gun violence, as shootings 
across the country con-
tinue to rise, according to 
the American Broadcast-
ing Company (ABC).In 
Philadelphia, there were 
1,500 people shot through 
October this year, with 
nearly 400 people killed, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported on Sunday citing a 
recent ABC story as saying.
Gun violence is not unique 
to Philadelphia, the ABC 
report said, adding that 
homicides have been on 
the rise this year in cities 
all over the country.Dur-
ing just one week in July, 
there were 430 deaths and 
over a 1,000 people shot, 
according to data collected 
from the Gun Violence 
Archive.So far this year, 
there have been 17,723 
deaths due to gun violence, 
not including suicides. 
There were more than 
19,400 shooting deaths 
in 2020, and 15,400 in  
2019. IANS

NEWSBRIEFS Four Indians killed as vehicle  
crashes into pond in southern Nepal

KATHMANDU, NOVEMBER 14 

Four Indians have died after 
the vehicle they were travel-
ling in crashed into a pond 
in southern Nepal’s Rautahat 
district near the border with 
India, police said on Sun-
day.The driver and other 
occupants of the vehicle are 
suspected to have been under 
the influence of alcohol.

The deceased were all na-
tives of Bihar, identified as 
Dinanath Sah (25), Arun Sah 
(30), Dilip Mahato (28) and 

Amit Mahato (27).The driver 
lost control of the car, which 
bore an Indian number plate, 
on the Gaur-Chandrapur 
Road Section in Jhunkhunwa 
village, swerving into a pond 
late on Saturday night, of-
ficials said.Security person-
nel tried rescue attempts, 
shattering the windshield of 
the submerged car but the 
victims were pronounced 
dead at a nearby hospital.
The deceased were identi-
fied based on identity cards 
found on them.Rautahat 

Police contacted the Indian 
Police and sent photographs 
of the deceased to contact 
their families.The kin of the 
deceased arrived at Rau-
tahat on Sunday morning 
and confirmed the identities.
The police said the victims 
were returning home after 
celebrating Chhath puja at 
their their brother-in-law’s 
home in Dewani Gonahi in 
the district. 

The family members had 
advised them against driving 
at night and wait till next 
morning.The vehicle has 
been lifted out of the pond 
using a crane, further inves-
tigation is underway, police 
said.  PTI

QUITO, NOVEMBER 14

A prolonged gunbattle be-
tween rival gangs inside 
Ecuador’s largest prison 
killed at least 68 inmates 
and wounded 25 on Satur-
day, while authorities said 
clashes were still uncon-
trolled hours later at the 
Litoral Penitentiary, which 
recently saw the country’s 
worst prison bloodbath.
The killing erupted before 
dawn at the prison in the 
coastal city of Guayaquil 
in what officials said was 
the latest outbreak of fight-
ing among prison gangs 

linked to international drug 
cartels. Videos circulating 
on social media showed 
bodies, some burned, ly-
ing on the ground inside 
the prison.

In the initial fighting, 
which lasted eight hours, 
inmates “tried to dynamite 
a wall to get into Pavilion 
2 to carry out a massacre. 
They also burned mat-
tresses to try to to drown 
(their rivals) in smoke,” 
said the governor of 
Guayas province, Pablo 
Arosemena.“We are fight-
ing against drug traffick-
ing,” Arosemena said. “It 

is very hard.”Presidential 
spokesman Carlos Jijón 
said late in the afternoon 
that “we have informa-
tion that new clashes are 
reported in the Litoral 
Penitentiary . the inmates 
of Hall 12 attacked those of 
Hall 7, attempting to take 
control.”He said about 700 
police officers were trying 
to control the situation, 
with a contingent inside 
the prison. He did not 
clarify whether authorities 
had regain control of the 
compound or say whether 
there had been any more 
casualties. AP

Battle among Ecuador prison 
gangs kills at least 68 inmates

Iran’s FM urges ‘serious’ approach for ‘good deal’ in nuke talks
TEHRAN, NOVEMBER 14

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
has called for a “serious” 
approach of the negotiat-
ing sides in the upcoming 
nuclear talks for a “good 
deal”.“I believe that if the 
opposite sides enter the Vi-
enna talks with a serious 
and positive approach, it 
will be possible to achieve a 
good agreement in a short 
time,” Amir Abdollahian 
was quoted as saying.

The Islamic Republic and 
the remaining parties to the 
2015 nuclear deal, officially 
known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), are set to meet 
in the Austrian capital of 
Vienna on November 29 
to resume the negotiations 
which were paused in June 
due to Iran’s presidential 
election and the subsequent 
alteration in the adminis-
tration.

“The Islamic Repub-
lic has no intention to be 
locked in the stalemate 
remaining from the pre-
vious negotiations,” he said, 

urging for “effective and 
verifiable removal of (US) 
sanctions and the return of 
the opposite sides to their 
full obligations” as the nec-
essary steps for the progress 
of the talks.Washington’s 
behaviour in imposing new 
sanctions against Iran has 
made providing “objective 
guarantees” an unavoidable 
necessity, he said, refer-
ring to the Iranian officials’ 
persistence for the guar-
antees that the next US 
administrations will not 
repeat the legacy of former 
President Donald Trump 
by withdrawing from the 
deal and re-imposing sanc-
tions against Tehran.Amir 

Abdollahian also pointed to 
the recent European tour 
of Iran’s nuclear negotiator 
Ali Baqheri Kani, saying 
that he has had “explicit 
and useful” talks in a num-
ber of European capitals 
ahead of the scheduled 
reconvene of the talks.

The JCPOA Joint Com-
mission is scheduled to 
reconvene in Vienna with 
the participation of del-
egates from China, France, 
Germany, Russia, the UK, 
and Iran.The US, which 
terminated its participa-
tion in the agreement in 
May 2018, is expected 
to engage in the talks  
indirectly. IANS

Residents to be evacuated after 
oil refinery tank fire in Indonesia
JAKARTA, NOVEMBER 14 

An oil refinery tank in In-
donesia’s Central Java prov-
ince caught fire, prompting 
the evacuation of residents 
living around the facility 
was firefighters were bat-
tling the blaze, the country’s 
state oil and gas firm PT 
Pertamina said.The com-
pany ensured in a statement 
that the supplies of oil and 
liquefied petroleum gas for 
buyers were not disturbed 
by the accident, reports xi-
nhua news agency.

The fire broke out in Ci-
lacap district at about 7,20 
p.m. on Saturday night, the 
statement said.“The efforts 
to extinguish the fire are 
intensively being carried 

out, using high capac-
ity foam monitors at the 
burned tank, and for the 
tanks located around it, 
water sprinkles are being 
used to cool them in a bid 
to prevent further spread 
of the fire,” the statement 
said.“Residents living 

around the fire site will be 
evacuated to safer grounds,” 
it said.The Cilacap refinery 
is one of PT Pertamina’s six 
refineries.The refinery com-
prises 200 tanks for crude 
to be processed as well as 
oil and gas from crude oil 
processing. AP

Ukraine, NATO countries 
hold naval drills in Black Sea
KIEV, NOVEMBER 14 

The Ukrainian Navy held 
a passing exercise (PAS-
SEX) in the Black Sea with 
the naval forces of North 
Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) member 
states, namely the US, 
Turkey and Romania, 
the Defence Ministry in 
Kiev said in a statement.
The naval drills involved 
seven vessels, including 
the island-class patrol boat 
“Sloviansk” of the Ukrai-
nian Navy and the flag-
ship of the US Sixth Fleet 
“Mount Whitney”, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The P-8 “Poseidon” pa-
trol aircraft and a helicop-
ter of the US Navy also 

took part in the exercises, 
which included tactical 
manoeuvering, signal pro-
duction training, commu-
nication training and other 
activities.

According to the De-
fence Ministry, the main 
goal of the naval drills is 

to work out the interac-
tion of the multinational 
tactical group in line with 
the NATO standards and 
increase the level of inter-
operability between the 
participating naval forces.
Another aim of the exer-
cises is to maintain secu-
rity in the Black Sea, the 
Ministry said.

Ukraine holds PAS-
SEX naval drills in the 
Black Sea periodically 
with NATO members and 
partner countries to bring 
the level of its naval forc-
es closer to the alliance’s 
standards.In June 2020, 
Ukraine was granted the 
status of a partner in the 
NATO Enhanced Oppor-
tunities Program. IANS

Belarusian Prez orders  
building tents for refugees

MINSK, NOVEMBER 14

Belarusian President Al-
exander Lukashenko has 
ordered the setting up of 
tents and the distribution 
of relief supplies to refugees 
gathered near the coun-
try’s border with Poland.

Lukashenko said that set-
ting up tents must first help 
children among refugees 
and provide humanitar-
ian assistance to other 
refugees, reports Xinhua 
news agency.According to 
a report of BELTA news 
agency, on Friday, more 

than 10 tonnes of humani-
tarian relief materials were 
delivered to the border refu-
gee gathering area.These 
supplies included bread, 
canned food, milk, water, 
hygiene products and warm 
clothing.

The Belarusian Red Cross 
and Belarusian social enter-
prise organisations have all 
participated in humanitar-
ian relief work.Since No-
vember 8, the situation with 
refugees at the border be-
tween Belarus and Poland 
has become increasingly 
tense.Belarus said there 
were border areas where 
more than 2,000 refugees 
gathered, while Poland es-
timated that the number of 
immigrants reached 3,000 
to 4,000. IANS

The police said 
the victims were 

returning home after 
celebrating Chhath 
puja at their their 
brother-in-law’s 
home in Dewani 

Gonahi in the 
district

China’s latest COVID resurgence spreads to 21 provinces
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 14 

The latest Covid-19 re-
surgence in China has 
spread to 21 provincial-
level regions, where new 
locally transmitted cases 
or asymptomatic carriers 
were reported in the past 
few days, a health official 
said.With the number 
of cases surpassing 250 
million worldwide, the 
country is facing greater 
challenges of preventing 
inbound cases, Xinhua 
news agency quoted Mi 
Feng, a spokesperson for 
the National Health Com-
mission (NHC), as saying 
at a press conference.

The country is also fac-
ing the risk of infectious re-
spiratory illnesses brought 
about by low temperature, 

noted Mi, adding that 
risks are doubled under 
such circumstances.In the 
wake of the resurgence, 
the General Administra-
tion of Customs (GAC) has 
stepped up prevention and 
control measures across 
China’s land border ports 
in an effort to stop the 
transmission of the virus.

The GAC has tailored an 
emergency plan for each 
land border port and con-

stantly fine-tuned them, 
Lin Wei, an official with 
the GAC, told reporters 
here.The transfer of goods 
will take place with a non-
contact approach. Goods, 
including cold-chain food, 
shall be sampled and dis-
infected, he added.All 
frontline workers at cus-
toms have been vaccinated 
against Covid-19, and the 
GAC will continue to en-
hance Covid-19 immunity 

among the group.Efforts 
have also been made to 
ensure sufficient epidemic 
prevention supplies at land 
border ports and upgrades 
in their testing capacity 
for the virus.As of Sunday 
morning, China’s overall 
Covid caseload stood at 
98,263, including 1,350 
patients still receiving 
treatment, 19 of whom 
were in severe condition, 
according to the National 
Health Commission.

In the last 24 hours, the 
country registered 70 new 
locally transmitted cases, 
of which 60 were reported 
in Liaoning, three in Hebei, 
two each in Heilongjiang, 
Jiangxi, and Yunnan, as 
well as one in Sichuan.The 
overall death toll stood at  
4,636.  IANS

Migrants stand on the quay after disembarking in the port of Roccella Jonica, Calabria 
region, southern Italy, early on Sunday. PTI

The naval drills 
involved seven 

vessels, including the 
island-class patrol 
boat “Sloviansk” of 
the Ukrainian Navy 
and the flagship of 
the US Sixth Fleet 
“Mount Whitney”, 

reports Xinhua news 
agency

Duterte’s longtime 
aide to run for Prez 
in 2022 polls
MANILA, NOVEMBER 14

Philippine President Ro-
drigo Duterte’s longtime 
aide-turned-senator Chris-
topher Go has announced 
his decision to run for Presi-
dent in the 2022 elections.
Last month, Go, 47, filed 
his certificate of candidacy 
for Vice President at the 
Commission on Elections 
office under the ruling PDP-
Laban, reports Xinhua news 
agency.But on Saturday, he 
went back to the poll body 
in Manila with Duterte 
to change his application, 
submitting his certificate 
of candidacy for President 
as the standard-bearer of 
Pederalismo ng Dugong 
Dakilang Samahan (PDDS) 
party. IANS

Bloodshed came 
less than two 
months after 

fighting among 
gangs killed 119 

people at the 
prison, which 

houses more than 
8,000 inmates

Afghan FM confirms 
Kabul mediating 
between Pak, TTP
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

Afghanistan Foreign Min-
ister Amir Khan Muttaqi 
has confirmed that Kabul 
is mediating between the 
Pakistan government and 
banned Tehrik-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) for peace 
in the country, Geo News 
reported.In an exclusive 
interview with Geo News, 
Muttaqi said there is no in-
dividual of the Islamic Emir-
ate but as a matter of policy 
the whole Islamic Emirate 
is mediating between the 
government of Pakistan and 
the banned TTP.

He expressed confidence 
that the talks will yield posi-
tive result, adding that the 
establishment of peace and 
end of war is in the inter-
est of all.Meanwhile, he 
said that Afghanistan 
welcomed the peace talks 
between the Pakistan gov-
ernment and TTP, with 
the undertaking that it 
would continue to support 
Islamabad in its peace en-
deavours. IANS
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M
odel-turned-actress Urvashi 
Rautela, whose recent ‘Versace 
Baby’ music video with Arabic 
superstar Mohamed Ramadan 
has notched up 20 million (and 

counting!) views on YouTube, is happy to see 
her popularity in the Middle East has only 

grown with time.
She adds that the wide reach of her 

music videos will help her be a little 
experimental with her choice of films in 

the future, although she has three in the 
pipeline at this moment.

Urvashi told IANS: “I think with time 
and the number of music videos I have ap-
peared in, people in the Middle East started 
knowing me and I have gained a huge fan 
base in the Arab world. Whenever I go 
to, say, Dubai, Egypt, Lebanon, Oman 
or Qatar, people identify with me and 
our Bollywood music because of these 

videos. It is a great feeling.”
Talking about her ‘Versace Baby’ 

collaboration with Ramadan, she 
said: “It is special because it is 

one of the most expensive mu-
sic videos that has been pro-

duced in recent times 
and because Rama-
dan is a multi-talented 

man.  IANS

B
ollywood actress 
Taapsee Pannu has 
heaped praises on 
Mithali Raj, who is 
the first-ever Indian 
woman cricketer to 
receive the Major 
Dhyan Chand Khel 

Ratna Award.
Taapsee will be 

seen playing Mith-
ali Raj, who has the 
distinction of being 
the highest ODI run-
getter in women’s 
cricket, in the bi-
opic titled ‘Shabaash 
Mithu’, directed by 
Srijit Mukherjee.

Posting a video of 
the women’s cricket 
team captain being 
bestowed the honour 
by President Ram 
Nath Kovind, Taap-

Y
oung Bollywood star Bhumi 
Pednekar is on a roll with 
a lineup of films such as 
‘Bheed’, ‘Badhaai Do’, ‘Go-
vinda Naam Mera’ and 
‘Raksha Bandhan’, calls 

herself lucky to find scripts that are dis-
tinct right from her debut in 2015 with 
‘Dum Laga Ke Haisha’.

Bhumi said: “My slate of films will 
give audiences a unique theatrical ex-
perience with every project. I will have 
five releases on the big screen next year 
and all of them are super diverse and 
different from each other.

“I have been lucky to have always found 
scripts that are distinct right from my 

debut and next year I will be able to give 
audiences five very different sides to 
my personality through the characters 
that I’m playing on screen.”

She added that she is really ex-
cited about these films.

Bhumi is happy that the theatres 
are bouncing back to business.

“This is the best news for the 
industry that has suffered a lot 
because of Covid-19. People 
want to see good cinema and 
the success of ‘Sooryavanshi’ 
proves just that. I was always 
confident that people will return 
to the theatres and people are 
feeling safe to do so now. IANS

S
inger Taylor Swift de-
livered a 10-minute 
performance of ‘All 
Too Well’ on ‘Satur-
day Night Live’ as she 
kept up the momen-
tum behind Friday’s 

release of ‘Red (Taylor’s Version)’.
The moody, anthemic ballad has 

become a fan favourite over the 
years and was expanded from the 
original 2012 version of the song.

Swift began the performance with 
an acoustic guitar and by the end 
was joined by two female backup 
singers.

Swift and a few musicians per-
formed on top of a patch of autumn 
leaves and in front of a giant-screen 
projection of the ‘All Too Well’ short 
film that she directed and released 
on Friday, reports variety.com.

Swift was playful during the per-
formance.

She rolled her eyes and twirled 
her finger when she sang one of the 
new lyrics to ‘All Too Well’.

Jonathan Majors, star of Netflix’s 
new Western drama ‘The Harder 
They Fall’, hosted this week’s epi-
sode.

Earlier in the episode, Swift made 
a surprise appearance in a pre-taped 
segment with ‘SNL’ star Pete David-
son and a trio of the show’s writers 
- Ben Marshall, John Higgins and 
Martin Herlihy - who also perform 
as the comedy group Please Don’t 
Destroy.

Swift’s fifth appearance as musi-
cal guest on ‘SNL’ comes at a busy 
time for the superstar. IANS

R
ajkummar Rao and Pa-
tralekhaa are now en-
gaged as the actor went 
down on one knee to 
propose to her with a 

ring.
The couple were dressed in all 

whites during their engagement cele-
brations, videos of which are currently 
doing the rounds on social media.

The “Newton” star was seen going 
down on one knee to propose 

to Patralekhaa, who too did 
the same and asked him to 
marry her.

In the clip, Rajkum-
mar, who looks dapper in 
a white kurta-churidaar 
paired with a matching 
jacket and sneakers, is 
heard saying: “Patralekhaa, 
will you marry me?”
Patralekhaa goes down 

on her knees and asks him: 
“Rajkummar Rao, will you 

marry me?” and puts a ring 
on his finger. IANS

Urvashi’s
music video with 
Arabic superstar 

records 20 mn views

Taapsee hails ‘inspiring’ 
Mithali Raj for getting 
Khel Ratna Award

see tweeted: “Just by 
hearing this exhaust-
ingly long introduction 
of her accolades I feel 
she actually deserves a 
series made on her, not 
just a film.” She added: 
“So inspiring.”

The actress has 
wrapped up shooting 
for ‘Shabaash Mithu’. 
She also treated her 
fans to a picture of her 
in the film.

Alongside the im-
age, she wrote: “8 ki 
thi jab kisi ne ek sapna 
dikhaya tha ki ek din 
ayega jab cricket sirf 
gentleman’s game nahi 
hoga. Humaari bhi ek 
team hogi, ek pehchaan 
hogi ... ‘Women in Blue’ 
Aa rahe hai hum ... Jald 
hi ... #ShabaashMithu 
IT’S A FILM WRAP! 
Get ready to cheer for 
the World Cup 2022! 
#WomenInBlue”

In translation, Taap-
see’s caption reads: “I 
was eight when some-
one made me dream of 
the day when cricket 
would not be only a 
gentleman’s game. 
Women, too, will have 
a team, an identity. 
‘Women in Blue’ are 
coming soon. Very 
soon.”

With the next ICC 
Women’s Cricket World 
Cup being scheduled to 
be held in New Zealand 
in March-April 2022, 
and with India under 
Raj’s captaincy aiming 
to make it to the final 
for the third time (and 
win the trophy), the bi-
opic couldn’t have been 
more appropriately 
timed.  IANS

Bhumi feels lucky to 
get scripts very different 
from her debut film

TAYLOR SWIFT 
PERFORMS 

‘ALL TOO 
WELL’ ON 

‘SATURDAY 
NIGHT LIVE’

Rajkummar goes down on one 
knee, proposes to long-time 

girlfriend Patralekha
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Maruti Suzuki to 
operationalise 
3rd plant in 
Haryana in 3 
years’ time

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14
    

Country’s largest car maker 
Maruti Suzuki has got the 
nod to set up its third plant at 
Sonepat in Haryana.

Maruti Suzuki already has 
two manufacturing facilities in 
Haryana. The Gurgaon man-
ufacturing facility has three 
fully integrated manufacturing 
plants and is spread over 300 
acres. It manufactures the Alto 
800, WagonR, Ertiga, XL6, 
S-Cross, Vitara Brezza, Ignis 
and Eeco.

The new facility further aug-
ments manufacturing of the 
auto major and helps it main-
tain its market share in the 
highly competitive auto market.

The Manesar manufacturing 
plant inaugurated in February 
2007 is spread over 600 acres 
and it is also into producing 
Alto, Swift and Dzire models.

On Saturday Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar 
announced that the state gov-
ernment has cleared a proposal 
to set up a new Maruti Suzuki 
plant on 900 acre of land at 
Kharkhoda, Sonepat.

The state government offi-
cials have indicated we that the 
car maker will start producing 
from its upcoming plant in 2-3 
years time.

The company sold a total of 
379,541 units during the July-
September quarter constrained 
by a global shortage in the sup-
ply of electronic components. 
Sales in the domestic market 
stood at 320,133 units. Exports 
were at 59,408 units, the high-
est ever in any quarter. IANS

Britannia rural biz 
contribution may rise to 50 
pc in 3 yrs
KOLKATA: The country’s largest 
biscuit-maker Britannia Indus-
tries rural focus remains intact 
and the company’s rural revenue 
may touch 50 per cent in the 
next three years amid a gradual 
rebound in urban demand. The 
company was also targeting to 
makeup the unprecedented 
annualised cost inflation of Rs 
1,300 crore by March 2022 in a 
combination of price increase and 
reduction in pack size. The cost of 
inflation in 2021-22 for Britannia 
is more than the cumulative six 
previous years, company officials 
said. “Rural revenue will reach 50 
per cent in the next three years 
for Britannia as the company 
continues to focus on the rural 
market,” sources told PTI.  PTI

Saya Homes to invest Rs 
200 cr in new shopping 
mall in Noida 
NEW DELHI: Realty firm Saya 
Homes on Sunday said it will 
invest around Rs 200 crore over 
the next two years to develop a 
shopping mall in Noida as the 
company expects retail sector 
to bounce back post-COVID-19. 
The company will develop 2 lakh 
square feet area in this 1.7 acre 
project named ‘Saya Piazza’. “We 
are coming up with a shopping 
centre in Noida. We have ac-
quired a plot in Jaypee township,” 
Saya Homes Managing Director 
Vikas Bhasin said.  PTI

NEWSBRIEFS

Petrol, diesel prices remain static 
as global oil prices softens
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

    
Fuel prices have remained 
unchanged in the country 
post revision of duties by 
the state governments and 
the centre providing further 
relief to consumers from 
the consistent increase in 
rates earlier.

Accordingly, petrol and 
diesel prices remained un-
changed for the 10th con-
secutive day on Sunday un-
der the daily price revision 
mechanism followed by the 
oil marketing companies.

The pump price of petrol 
in Delhi, which fell to Rs 
103.97 a litre at 6 a.m. last 
on the Diwali day on No-
vember 4 from the previous 
days level of Rs 110.04 a 
litre, remains at the same 
level on Sunday. The die-
sel prices also remain ed 
unchanged in the capital 
at Rs 86.67 a litre.

In the financial capital 
Mumbai, petrol continues 
to be priced at Rs 109.98 a 

litre and diesel Rs 94.14 a 
litre. Prices also remained 
static on Sunday in Kolkata 
where the price of petrol 
reduced by Rs 5.82 to Rs 
104.67 per litre and that 
of diesel by Rs 11.77 to Rs 
89.79 per litre in the first 
week of November.

Petrol price in Chennai 
also remained at Rs 101.40 
per litre and diesel Rs 91.43 
per litre.

Across the country as 
well, price of the fuel 
largely remained un-
changed on Sunday but 
the retail rates varied de-
pending on the level of 
local taxes.

The global crude prices 
which has touched three 
year high level of over $85 
a barrel on several occa-
sions in past one month 
has softened a bit now to 

around $82 a barrel. Rise 
in US inventory has pushed 
down crude prices but 
OPEC+ decision on only 
gradual increase in pro-
duction in December could 
raise crude prices further. 
This could put pressure 
on oil companies to revise 
fuel prices upwards again.

Before the price cuts and 
pause, diesel prices had 
increased on 30 out of the 

last 51 days taking up its 
retail price by Rs 9.90 per 
litre in Delhi.

Petrol prices have also 
risen on 28 of the previous 
47 days taking up its pump 
price by Rs 8.85 per litre.

Since January 1, petrol 
and diesel prices have risen 
by more than Rs 26 a litre 
before the duty cuts.

The excise duty cut by the 
Centre on November 3 was 
first such exercise since the 
onset of Covid pandemic. 
In fact, government had 
revised excise duty on pet-
rol and diesel sharply in 
March and again in May 
last year to mobilise ad-
ditional resources for Covid 
relief measures.

The excise duty was 
raised by Rs 13 and Rs 16 
per litre on petrol and diesel 
between March 2020 and 
May 2020 and was standing 
high at Rs 31.8 on diesel and 
Rs 32.9 per litre on petrol 
before finally the Centre 
decided on duty cut.  IANS

CLSA calls time on 20-month rally in Indian equities
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

    
“We call time on the 20-month 
rally in Indian equities,” for-
eign brokerage CLSA said.

The CLSA said concerns 
range from elevated energy and 
broader input price pressures 
applying downward pressure 
to margins, the current account 
balance and thus currency out-
look, the withdrawal of RBI 
stimulus, and a lack of upside 
implied by Indian equities’ 

typical macro drivers.
Rich valuations, a high prob-

ability of earnings disappoint-
ment, and a potential lack of 

marginal buyers add to our 
motivation to book profits on 
India, it added in “Ten rea-
sons to book profits on Indian 

equities”.
Delivering a US dollar price 

return of 147 per cent since 
the March 2020 trough (or 
29 per cent since January 1, 
2021), India ranks first among 
Asia regional peers on year-to-
date US dollar performance 
-- outperforming MSCI AC 
APAC ex Japan by 56 per cent. 
Among the larger emerging 
markets, it has been outpaced 
only by net energy exporting  
countries. IANS

Single licence to be required to serve liquor 
at independent restaurants in Delhi

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

    
From now on, only a 
single licence will be 
needed to serve liquor 
at independent restau-
rants in the national 
capital as the Delhi gov-
ernment has decided 
to merge four separate 
licences ahead of imple-
menting its new excise 
policy from November 
17.

The existing L-17, L- 
17 F, L-18 and L-18 F li-
cences will be combined 
into an L-17 licence, a 
notification issued by 
the excise commissioner 
stated.

The L-17 licence is 
meant for serving In-
dian liquor in indepen-

dent restaurants, while 
L-17 F is for serving 
foreign liquor. The L-18 
and L-18 F licences are 
meant for serving In-
dian and foreign liquor, 
respectively, along with 
wine, beer and alcopop 
in Indian restaurants.

“The move will cut 
down paper work and 
facilitate ease of doing 
business with multiplic-
ity of licences replaced 
by a single one,” said 
an excise department 
official.

The annual fee for 
L-17 licence will be Rs 
5 lakh for independent 
restaurants with up to 
1,000 square feet area, 
Rs 15 lakh for 1,001 
to 2,500 square feet 

area, and Rs 25 lakh for 
above 2,500 square feet 
area, the notification 
stated.

The L-17 licence may 
serve any Indian or 
foreign liquor at any 
area, including open 
spaces like balcony or 
terrace or lower area 
of the restaurant, with 
the condition that the 
liquor serving area will 
be screened off from 
public view.

However, for serv-
ing liquor at any event 
or party at an area 
beyond specified in the 
licence but within the 
premises of the licence, 
a separate P-10 E li-
cence will be required, 
it said.

The liquor will be 
served in glasses or full 
bottle at L-17 restau-
rants and it will be the 
sole responsibility of 
the licencee to ensure 
that no bottle leaves 
the premises. Also, no 
liquor will be served to 
underage persons, it 
said.

Live music, profes-
sional performances, 
bands, DJ, karaoke, 
singing and dancing 
will be allowed in these 
L-17 restaurants, the 
notification added.  IANS

State-run corporation can monitor 
liquor trade in Bihar: CIABC
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

    
The Confederation of Indian 
Alcoholic Beverage Com-
panies (CIABC) has urged 
the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) government 
in Bihar to end prohibition 
in the state.

It has also suggested sev-
eral steps to Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar to ensure that 
his avowed goals of helping 
women is achieved without 
adverse fallouts of prohibi-
tion.

In its letter to the lead-
ers of the NDA constitu-
ents, Janata Dal (United), 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Hindustani Awam Morcha 
(Secular) and Vikassheel 
Insaan Party, the CIABC 
has pointed out that Bihar 
is paying a heavy price of 
the prohibition policy in 
the form of proliferation 
of unlawful and spurious 
liquor, hooch tragedies, rise 
of crime syndicates and loss 

of legitimate Government 
revenues.

The state’s development 
has been affected as it is 
losing out on revenue from 
the legitimate liquor trade 
which is pegged at around 
Rs 10,000 crore per annum.

The letter comes in the 
wake of the recent hooch 
tragedies which claimed 
over 40 lives in four districts. 
Since the Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment imposed a ban on 
liquor in the state in April 
2016, around 150 people 
have lost their lives in vari-

ous hooch tragedies.
Kumar has called a high-

level meeting on November 
16 over the liquor ban in 
the state.

The Confederation has 
urged Kumar to end prohi-
bition in a manner that the 
government is able to get 
revenues for the state’s de-
velopment without compro-
mising on the desired goals 
of the prohibition policy.

It has asked Kumar to 
direct liquor factories to 
hire 50 per cent of their 
workforce as women which 

will lead to economic self-
reliance and empowerment.

It has also proposed a spe-
cial cess on sale of liquor to 
fund alcohol de-addiction 
and rehabilitation centres. 
It has suggested penal com-
pounding of existing liquor-
related cases in order to cut 
down the massive backlog 
as well as to help the state 
earn additional revenues to 
the tune of Rs 1,000 crore.

The CIABC has also sug-
gested a state-run wholesal-
ing Corporation for close 
monitoring and control on 
the liquor trade in the state.

According to CIABC Di-
rector General Vinod Giri: 
“Prohibition has led to cre-
ation of liquor mafia. It has 
also caused major dam-
age to the state’s economy 
and potential investments, 
thus hitting job creation. 
Revenue from liquor sales 
used to be a major source of 
revenue for the state exche-
quer.  IANS

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14
    

The continued benign infla-
tionary trajectory in Q3FY22 
has increased the likelihood 
of further postponement of 
interest rate normalisation, 
said Acuite Ratings and Re-
search on Saturday.

The assessment comes 
after India’s October retail 
inflation inched-up sequen-
tially on the back of a mar-
ginal rise in food prices along 
with high fuel and commod-
ity prices.

Accordingly, data fur-
nished by the National 
Statistical Office showed 
that Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) inched-up to 4.48 per 
cent last month from 4.35 
per cent in September 2021.

However, on YoY basis, 
the rise in last month’s retail 
inflation was slower than the 
7.61 per cent rise recorded 
for October 2020.

“From India’s monetary 
policy perspective, taking 
comfort from the current 

moderation in CPI infla-
tion, the RBI in its last MPC 
meeting continued to advo-
cate the need for nurturing 
the nascent growth recovery 
thereby maintaining its ac-
commodative stance,” the 
agency said.

“However, the central 
bank did make an attempt 
to nudge short term money 
market rates in upward di-
rection by calibrating the 
liquidity surplus through 
the expansion of the scope of 
‘VRRR’ auctions along with 
discontinuation of ‘G-SAP’ 
operations.”

Besides, the ratings agency 
said that this might be a pre-
cursor to interest rate nor-
malisation that can happen 

by December 2021.
“However, given RBI’s 

approach of ‘gradualism’ 
and continuation of be-
nign inflationary trajectory 
in Q3FY22 the likelihood 
of the postponement onto 
next quarter is on the rise.”

On India’s industrial 
output growth easing to 
3.1 per cent in September, 
on a sequential basis, the 
agency blamed the recent 
surge in global commod-
ity prices along with supply 
chain disruptions primary 
led by global semiconductor 
chip shortages and with the 
recent energy crisis.

The rise in Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP) for 
September eased to 3.1 per 
cent from 12.03 per cent in 
August 2021.

However, on a year-on-
year basis, the September out 
up showed an accelerating 
trend from a growth of just 
1 per cent reported for the 
corresponding period of the 
previous fiscal. IANS

‘Benign inflationary trajectory to likely 
delay interest rate normalisation’

Rising trade deficit to weaken 
rupee, oil prices add to woes
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 14

    
The expected rise in trade 
deficit to about $20 billion 
this month, along with high 
crude oil prices, will weaken 
the Indian rupee further 
during the upcoming week.

The rupee is likely to 
range near 75 to a US dol-
lar during this period.

India’s trade deficit is ris-
ing as the economy recovers 
and imports swell.

Besides, FIIs have been 
on a selling spree in India’s 
equity market. However, the 
rate of share off-load has 
significantly come down 
during the last few sessions.

“With the economy reach-
ing normal levels, imports 
shall increase and we expect 
trade deficit to hit $20 bil-
lion a month,” Edelweiss 
Securities’ Head, Forex and 
Rates, Sajal Gupta, said.

“Crude is also expected 
to remain strong on back 
of global demand coming 
back. This might lead rupee 
to seesaw between 74.25 to 
75.25 with a weaker rupee 

bias. Taper risk shall keep 
the rupee from strength-
ening.”

Motilal Oswal Financial 
Services’ Forex and Bullion 
Analyst Gaurang Somaiya 
said: “Next week, on the do-
mestic front, trade balance 
will be the only important 
data to watch for. FIIs who 
have been net sellers in the 
secondary market if they 
continue to do so could fur-
ther put the rupee under 
pressure.”

“We expect the momen-
tum for the rupee would 
continue to remain positive 
and it could quote in the 

range of 74.05 and 75.20.”
In November, FIIs have 

been net sellers to the tune 
of $600 million.

Last week, the rupee 
closed at 74.44 to a USD.

“USDINR will find bar-
rier at 74.7 while it is likely 
to find support near 74 lev-
els this week,” HDFC Se-
curities’ Deputy Head of 
Retail Research, Devarsh 
Vakil, said.

“We continue to favour 
a view that USDINR pair 
is likely to strengthen to-
wards 73.5 mark over the 
next few months in the me-
dium term.”  IANS

Future Retail says Amazon misrepresented 
to CCI, seeks cancellation of FCPL deal

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

    
The independent directors of 
Future Retail have written to 
the Competition Commission 
of India (CCI) stating that it 
is found that the representa-
tions made by Amazon in the 
application to the CCI for 
approval, which were com-
pletely opposite and contra-
dictory to their own internal 
correspondences and notes as 

submitted before the courts.
“We, as independent direc-

tors of Future Retail Limited 
(FRL), have inspected and 
examined the pre-contractual 
negotiation related records in 
connection with Amazon’s 
investment in Future Cou-
pons Private Limited (FCPL) 
which has been recently come 
to FRL’s knowledge as part 
of court filing,” the letter to 
CCI Chairman Ashok Kumar 

Gupta said.
“In the above facts and cir-

cumstances, it is evident that 
Amazon has obtained CCI 
approval by making deliber-
ate misrepresentations and 
by actively misleading the 
CCI. Amazon should have 
made true representations 
conforming to its internal 
records and obtained ap-
proval for the transaction 
they proposed to make i.e. 
acquisition of strategic rights 
over FRL and obtained ap-
proval for the same. It is our 
duty as independent directors 
of FRL to bring the above 
to your notice. In the teeth 
of the above, the CCI has to 
revoke the approval granted 
for Amazon’s investment in 
FCPL,” the independent di-
rectors said. IANS
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HASAN ALI
“I WANT TO SERVE PAKISTAN CRICKET AT THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL POSSIBLE, SO BACK TO HARD 

WORK. THANK YOU FOR ALL THE MESSAGESS.”

CHANDIGARH, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 202112

Jayawardena, Pollock to be 
inducted into ICC Hall of Fame
DUBAI, NOVEMBER 14

    
Sri Lankan great Mahela 
Jayawardena, former South 
Africa all-rounder Shaun 
Pollock and ex England 
batter Janette Brittin will 
be inducted into the ICC 
Hall of Fame before the 
T20 World Cup final gets 
underway here on Sunday.

The three cricketers will 
be formally inducted by 
fellow ICC Hall of Famer, 
Sir Clive Lloyd, before the 
much-anticipated final be-
tween New Zealand and 
Australia starts at the Dubai 
International Stadium.

The ICC Hall of Fame 
recognises the achieve-
ments of the legends of the 
game from cricket’s long 
and illustrious history. 106 
players have been inducted 
since its launch in 2009, 

with Brittin, Jayawardena 
and Pollock as the latest 
inductees.

Brittin, who died in 2017, 
was a mainstay of the Eng-
land Test team for 19 years 

and paved the way for wom-
en’s cricket between 1979 
and 1998.

Jayawardena retired as 
one of Sri Lanka’s greatest 
ever players, a key member 
of the team that won the 
T20 World Cup in 2014 and 
reached four other major 
ICC finals.

Pollock was one of the 
finest bowling all-round-
ers the game has ever seen 
and was the first player to 
achieve the 3,000 run and 
300 wicket double in both 
Test and ODI cricket.

Reacting to the news 
of Brittin’s induction, her 
friend Angela Bainbridge, 
said: “I would like to extend 
my thanks to the ICC for 
the incredible honour they 
have bestowed on Jan by 
inaugurating her into the 
Hall of Fame.

“I along with Jan’s par-
ents Maggie and Kevin are 
incredibly proud of her and 
her achievements and this 
award recognises both the 
player and the person that 
she was.

“You could not wish to 
meet a more humble or 
talented player and she 
always gave 100% whether 
she played for club, county, 
or country. It is sad that 
Jan is not able to collect 
this trophy herself, but her 
memory will live on.”

Jayawardena follows Ku-
mar Sangkkara and Mut-
tiah Muralitharan into the 
Hall of Fame.

“It’s a very special honour 
to follow in the footsteps 
of legends Sanga and Mu-
rali from Sri Lanka and so 
many other great cricketers 
of the past. PTI

MACKAY, NOVEMBER 14
    

India’s limited overs vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana 
slammed a 39-ball 45 to 
power defending champi-
ons Sydney Thunder to a 
six-wicket win over Sydney 
Sixers in the Women’s Big 
Bash league in Mackay on 
Sunday.

Mandhana, who opens 
the innings for India, 
slammed six fours to top-
score for her side. She 
stitched a match-winning 
53-run partnership with 
Corinne Hall (19).

The stylish southpaw 
was unlucky to miss out on 
a well-deserved half cen-
tury as she was dismissed 
by pacer Stella Campbell 
in the 15th over.

Mandhana’s compatriot 
all-rounder Deepti Sharma 
remained unbeaten on four 
as she hit the winning runs 
in Thunder’s successful run 
chase against Sixers with 
28 balls to spare.

India’s left-arm spinner 
Radha Yadav injured her-
self while diving to make 
a save near the boundary 
and hence did not bowl.

Opting to bat, the Sixers 
were off to a wobbly start as 
both the openers fell within 
the first six overs.

India’s Shafali Verma 
(8 off 14) endured a disap-
pointing day as the young-
ster was run-out courtesy 
a direct hit from India 
teammate Deepti, while 
her opening partner star 
Australia wicketkeeper 
Alyssa Healy (7 off 16) 

fell to English quick Issy 
Wong.

Skipper Ellyse Perry then 
laboured to run-a-ball 40 
with Nicole Bolton (19) 
while  Angela Reakes (16) 
provided valuable contri-
butions as the Sixers were 
restricted to 94/6 in their 
20 overs.

Deepti bowled an eco-
nomical spell, registering 
figures of 0/19 in her four 
overs but she went wicket-
less. The all-rounder played 

a vital role in the dismissal 
of the dangerous opening 
duo of Shafali and Healy.

While she effected Sha-
fali’s run-out, Deepti also 
caught Healy at square-leg 
off Wong.

In another match, vet-
eran Indian spinner Poo-
nam Yadav had a decent 
outing with the ball. She 
gave away 19 runs in 3.2 
overs, as her team Brisbane 
Heat lost to Adelaide Strik-
ers by eight wickets.  PTI

BARCELONA, NOVEMBER 14
    

Barcelona have reached an agreement in 
principle to sign free agent Dani Alves, 

with the Brazilian right back set to rejoin 
the team for the rest of the season, the 
Spanish LaLiga club said on Friday.

Barca said in a statement the 38-year-
old would be reunited with former team 
mate and newly appointed manager 
Xavi Hernandez when he joins the squad 
next week, but will not be able to play 
until January.

Alves played for Barca between 2008-
16 in a trophy-laden spell during which 
he won six La Liga titles, three Cham-
pions League crowns and three Club 
World Cup trophies among other major 
honours. AGENCIES

Laxman will be next 
NCA head: BCCI official
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 14

    
Former India batter 
VVS Laxman will be 
the next head of the 
National Cricket 
Academy (NCA), a 
senior BCCI official 
confirmed on Sun-
day.

Laxman will take 
over from his former 
batting colleague 
Rahul Dravid, who 
was recently ap-
pointed as chief 
coach of the In-
dian team fol-
lowing the end 
of Ravi Shas-
tri’s tenure, as 
reported by 
PTI 
on 

October 26.
“VVS Laxman will 

be the new head of 
NCA,” the senior BCCI 
official said.

Laxman has already 
quit from his role as 
mentor of IPL team 
Sunrisers Hyderabad 
and will also not be 
part of any commen-
tary panel or write col-
umns for newspapers 

to avoid conflict 
of interest 

clause viola-
tion.

It 
is 

understood that Lax-
man’s appointment 
will come into effect 
before the BCCI’s An-
nual General Meeting 
(AGM), scheduled to 
be held in Kolkata on 
December 4.

Laxman had initially 
declined the BCCI’s 
offer as he was reluc-
tant to shift base from 
Hyderabad as the NCA 
job will require him to 
stay in Bengaluru for a 
minimum of 200 days.

The two stalwarts 
of Indian cricket -- 
Laxman and Dravid 
-- will now work in 

tandem as the BCCI 
wants a smooth 

co-ordination 
between the 

India chief 
coach and 
the NCA 

head.
As part of his 

job, Laxman will also 
oversee preparations 
of the India U-19 and 
‘A’ teams which are 
pathways to the senior 
level.  PTI

Mitchell replaces 
injured Conway 
for India series

WELLINGTON, NOVEMBER 14

    
In-form batter Daryl Mitch-
ell has replaced injured 
Devon Conway in the New 
Zealand squad for the up-
coming two-Test away series 
against India.

Conway was ruled out of 
the India tour and Sunday’s 
ICC T20 World Cup final 
against Trans-Tasman ri-
vals Australia with a bro-
ken hand he sustained in the 
New Zealand’s semifinal win 
over England on Wednesday. 
New Zealand coach Gary 
Stead said Conway would 
return home with the T20 

squad after their three-game 
series in India next week, 
while Mitchell will stay on 
for Tests.

“It’s a shame for Devon to 
miss out on the first series of 
the new World Test Cham-
pionship cycle, but it also 
offers up an opportunity for 
someone else,” Stead said in 
a statement issued by New 
Zealand Cricket.

“Daryl’s versatility means 
he can cover a lot of batting 
positions and he’s certainly 
got plenty of confidence at 
the moment.

“He’s proven he can per-
form in Test cricket and I 
know he’s excited to rejoin 
the Test group,” he added.

New Zealand will reach 
India on Monday for the tour 
which begins with three T20 
Internationals starting No-
vember 17 in Jaipur, followed 
by Ranchi (November 19) 
and Kolkata (November 21). 
The two-Test series starts in 
Kanpur on November 25 
with the second Test sched-
ule to be hosted by Mumbai 
from December 3.  PTI

‘Don’t change your expectations from me’
ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 14

    
Pakistan bowler Hasan Ali 
issued a statement for the 
first time since the Men in 
Green’s semi-final defeat in 
the T20 World Cup 2021 
against Australia.

Hasan Ali was one of 
the main talking points in 
Pakistan’s five-wicket de-
feat against the Aussies. In 
the penultimate over of the 
match which later turned 

out to be the final over, 
Ali dropped the catch of 
Australia batter Matthew 

Wade, who then smashed 
three sixes in three balls to 
win the match for his team.

Ali took to Twitter and 
wrote: “I know you all are 
upset because my perfor-
mance didn’t meet your 
expectations from me but 
not more disappointed than 
me. Don’t change your ex-
pectations from me. I want 
to serve Pakistan cricket at 
the highest level possible, 
so back to hard work. This 
patch will make me stronger 
so Alhumudilah. Thank you 
for all the messages.”

In the second semi-final, 
when David Warner and 
Maxwell fell in successive 
overs from Shadab Khan, 
the chase of 177 seemed a 
distanced dream but Stoinis 
and Wade had other ideas as 
they put on 81 in 7.4 overs.

Stoinis started the come-
back as he went after Rauf, 
but it was Wade who did the 
most damage with three con-
secutive sixes off Shaheen 
Shah Afridi. AGENCIES

Maha govt allows full house for 
India-NZ Test in Mumbai
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 14

    
Maharashtra government 
has given the go-ahead to 
Mumbai Cricket Asso-
ciation to allow 100 per 
cent seating capacity for 
the upcoming India-New 
Zealand Test, to be held at 
the Wankhede Stadium in 
Mumbai next month.

MCA’s Bandra-Kurla 
Complex will also host a 
preparatory camp for In-
dia’s Test specialists ahead 
of the two-match series 
against New Zealand. 
Sources within the MCA 
confirmed that the govern-
ment has indeed given the 
go-ahead for having 100 
per cent capacity for the 
second Test at Wankhede.

“Yes, the government has 
allowed MCA to have 100 
per cent capacity for the 
second Test at Wankhede. 
We will also be hosting a 
preparatory camp at the 
Bandra-Kurla Complex 
from Monday to give the 
players a proper chance to 
get ready for the series,” 
the source said. All the 

Test specialists including 
Ajinkya Rahane, Chetesh-
war Pujara, Umesh Ya-
dav, Mayank Agarwal, 
Shubman Gill, Wriddhi-
man Saha and Umesh 
Yadav will be part of  
that camp.

Earlier, MCA had writ-
ten to the Maharashtra 
government to allow 100 
per cent crowd for the sec-
ond Test to be held at the 
Wankhede stadium from 

December 3.
New Zealand will start 

their tour of India with a 
three-match T20I series, 
followed by the two Test 
matches.

The T20Is will be played 
in Jaipur (November 17), 
Ranchi (Nov 19) and Kol-
kata (Nov 21).

The two Tests will be 
played in Kanpur (Novem-
ber 25-29) and Mumbai 
(December 3-7).  AGENCIES

GUADALAJARA, NOVEMBER 14
    

Spain’s Paula Badosa ground 
out a 7-6(4), 6-4 victory over 
Maria Sakkari at the WTA 
Finals in Guadalajara, Mexico 
on Saturday and advanced to 
the semi-finals with two wins 
from two matches in Group 
Chichen Itza after Aryna Sa-
balenka beat Iga Swiatek.

Facing one of the WTA 
Tour’s great battlers, the sev-
enth-seeded Badosa showed 
she can also play with grit dur-
ing a two-hour, four-minute 
slugfest in the Mexican heat, 
stretching her winning streak 

to eight matches.
Badosa blasted 10 aces 

past her Greek opponent 
and kept her under pressure, 
converting three o f 
12 break points. 
Sakkari could 
not consis-
tently find 
the mark, 
commit-
ting 49 
u n -

forced errors compared to 
just 22 from Badosa.

“I suffered but I knew I was 
going to suffer against a player 
like Maria, she is an amazing 
fighter,” said Badosa, who will 
celebrate her 24th birthday 
on Monday.

“I think the key was to 
fight as well, I’m the 
same as her I a m 
a competi- t o r , 

I like to 
compete.
“I had 

to stay very 
aggressive but 

here it is tough because of 

the altitude.
 I stayed aggressive and 

focused and fighting a lot 
and I think that was the 
game plan.”Sakkari under-
lined her warrior reputation, 

clawing her way back from 5-2 
down in the first set to force 
it to a tiebreak.

But the fourth seed quickly 
lost the momentum when 
Badosa roared in front 4-0 
on her way to claiming the 
breaker 7-4.

Badosa kept up the pres-
sure in the second, securing 
the early break to jump in 
front 2-1.

A reeling Sakkari had to 
dig deep to keep from fall-
ing into an even bigger 
hole, fighting off six break 
points before holding serve  
at 3-2. AGENCIES

WBBL

Mandhana steers Sydney 
Thunder to win; Shafali fails

Badosa moves into semis, Sabalenka survives

Barca re-sign Dani Alves for rest of season
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